
Minneapolis Charter Commission Minutes 
April 6, 2016 - 4:00 p.m. 

Room 317 City Hall, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 
Members Present:  Commissioners Barry Clegg (Chair), Todd Ferrara, Jill Garcia, DJ Heinle, Andrew 
Kozak, Barbara Lickness, Jana Metge, Toni Newborn, Jeffrey Peltola, Matt Perry, Andrea Rubenstein, Jan 
Sandberg, Lyall Schwarzkopf, Aaron Street 

Members Absent: Commissioner Cohen 
 
1. Roll Call 
Chair Clegg called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m., roll call was taken and a quorum was present. 

2. Adopt Agenda 
On motion, seconded and carried, the agenda was revised and reordered as follows: 

Agenda item #6: Discussion on a Communication by Commissioner Peltola (new item) 

Agenda item #7: Discussion on Open Meeting laws (new item) 

Agenda item #8: Role/Purpose of Charter Commission (renumbered) 

3. Approve minutes of regular meeting of March 2, 2016 
On motion, seconded, the minutes were approved. 

4. Chair's Report 
An update was given on the BET Charter amendment, stating it was coming before the Minneapolis 
Committee of the Whole for a public hearing on April 27, then moving forward for possible final action 
to the April 29 City Council meeting.  
 
Chair Clegg stated he had met with BET Commissioner Becker and a representative from the League of 
Women’s Voters about their interest in undertaking a study on the merits of changes in BET 
membership numbers, with an expected conclusion of the study early next year. 
 
An update on the status of Charter Commission public hearing dates for the MPRB funding issue was 
also given. Following the cancellation of the first two scheduled dates, staff continues working on 
alternative dates in May, and invitations will be sent as soon as details are finalized. 

Discussion 

5. Update on proposed Park Board Amendment and Public Hearings 
Responding to questions raised at the last meeting, Assistant City Attorney Burt Osborne said the City 
Attorney’s Office was of the opinion that the question of a special levy to fund neighborhood parks—
potentially submitted as a ballot question to the electorate—was an appropriate subject to be 
presented as an amendment to the City Charter. 
 
There was discussion on the length of notice that should be given for these public hearings, in order to 
allow neighborhoods the maximum opportunity to publicize the hearings. Staff will continue to secure 
locations for two public hearings, but moving the dates out a couple weeks toward the middle of May. 
Invitations will be sent to Commissioners as soon as dates and locations are finalized. 
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6. Discussion on a Communication by Commissioner Peltola 

Commissioner Peltola spoke concerning his email submission and expressed concerns with the Charter 
Commissioner’s consideration of the proposed Parks funding amendment. Following general discussion, 
City Clerk Casey Carl spoke about the possibility of presenting to the Commission an overview of the 
structure and general operation of the City enterprise, based on an orientation program developed for 
newly elected City Council Members.  

On motion, seconded, it was approved to add a presentation by the City Clerk to the Charter agenda as 
soon as details could be finalized. 

7. Discussion on Open Meeting laws 

Potential violations to Open Meeting laws was discussed by Burt Osborne of the City Attorney’s Office 
regarding issues of serial emails, forwards, etc. It was agreed that this topic would be a part of the 
presentation being planned by City Clerk Casey Carl when it comes before the Commission. 

Discussion 

8. Role/Purpose of Charter Commission 
Continuation of prior discussion on the role and purpose of the Charter Commission in public outreach. 
As there was no further discussion on the subject, the item is concluded and will not be included on 
future agendas. 

Public Commentary 

City Clerk Casey Carl gave an update on the public hearing scheduled for the Minneapolis Parks & 
Recreation Board funding issue to be heard at Committee of the Whole on Wednesday, April 13, and 
then at City Council for action on Friday, April 15. 
 
The Clerk also updated the Commission on the status of the public hearing for the Board of Estimate 
and Taxation voting threshold Charter Amendment to be heard at the Wednesday, April 27 Committee 
of the Whole meeting, and then at City Council for action on Friday, April 29. 
 
On motion, seconded, the meeting adjourned at 4:47 p.m. 
Absent: Commissioner Cohen 
 
Submitted by Diana Armstrong, Charter Commission Coordinator 
 
 


