
Minneapolis Charter Commission Minutes 
Regular Meeting 

Wednesday, January 7, 2004  -  4:00 p.m. 
 

1.  Call to Order 
 
Acting Chair Rhodes called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m. in Room 319 City Hall. 
 
Burt Osborne, Assistant City Attorney, was introduced as the new counsel to the Charter Commission.  
He is replacing Joe LaBat who is retiring from City service. 
 
 2.  Roll Call 
 
Charter Commissioners Present:  Rhodes, Masica, Leitschuh, Dziedzic, Theurer, Fraser, Bernstein, 
Dolan, Thaden, Melendez, Collier, Lazarus, Metge (Quorum: 8) 
Absent:  Commissioner Clegg 
 
 3.  Adopt Agenda 
 
By unanimous consent, the agenda was adopted. 
 
 4.  Approve Minutes of December 3, 2003 
 
Fraser moved approval of the December 3 Minutes.  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
 
 5.  Election of Officers: 
 Approve officers to fill the position of Chair, Vice Chair, and Secretary. 
 
Lazarus moved the nomination of Jim Bernstein as Chair of the Charter Commission.  Seconded. 
Adopted by a unanimous vote. 
 
Bernstein assumed the Chair. 
 
By acclamation, Gary Thaden was elected as Vice Chair. 
 
Thaden moved the nomination of Barry Lazarus as Secretary.  Seconded. 
Adopted by a unanimous vote. 
 
 6.  Charter Commission Rules: 

Consider adoption of amendments to the Rules submitted by the Rules Committee (Lazarus, 
Masica and Bester). 

 
Lazarus moved to divide the Rules to consider each rule separately.  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
 
Lazarus moved to adopt Rule 1 as submitted.  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
 
Lazarus moved to adopt Rule 2 as submitted.  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
 
Lazarus moved to adopt Rule 3 as submitted.  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
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Lazarus moved to adopt Rule 4 as submitted.  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
 
Lazarus moved to adopt Rule 5, Section 5.1, as amended to substitute the following language for the 
fourth and fifth sentences: 

"If a resolution is adopted by obtaining a majority vote of the Commissioners present and 
voting, the Commission shall also set a time for the resolution to be considered at a public 
hearing.  A public hearing is required prior to placement of a proposed Charter amendment on 
the ballot unless two-thirds of the Commissioners present and voting vote not to hold a public 
hearing." 

Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
 
Lazarus moved to adopt Rule 5, Sections 5.2 and 5.3, as submitted.  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
 
Lazarus moved to adopt Rule 5, Section 5.4, as submitted.  Seconded. 
 
Thaden moved a substitute motion to amend the language in Section 5.4 in the second line after "in 
each case," by deleting the language, "voted by" and inserting the language,  "approved by at least 
eight Commissioners . . .". 
Seconded. 
 
Fraser moved a substitute motion to amend the language in Section 5.4 to read as follows:   

"No proposal to amend the Charter or to place the proposed amendment on the ballot may be 
adopted unless such resolution is, in each case, approved by at least a majority of the 
Commissioners and such proposed amendment shall be signed by such Commissioners 
voting in favor of such proposed amendment at the meeting to constitute a majority needed for 
passage." 

Seconded. 
Adopted.  Yeas, 9; Nays, 4 as follows: 
Yeas - Masica, Leitschuh, Rhodes, Dziedzic, Fraser, Bernstein, Dolan, Melendez, Lazarus. 
Nays - Theurer, Thaden, Collier, Metge. 
Absent - Clegg. 
 
Rule 5, Section 5.4, as amended, was adopted upon a voice vote. 
 
Lazarus moved to adopt Rule 6 as submitted.  Seconded. 
 
Thaden moved a substitute motion to delete Rule 6 and renumber the remaining Rules accordingly.  
Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
 
Lazarus moved to delete Rule 7 and renumber the remaining Rules accordingly.  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
 
Lazarus moved that Rule 8, Section 8.1 (new Rule 6, Section 6.1), be amended for the final sentence 
to read,  

"Modification of the summary by the Charter Commission shall be signed by enough 
Commissioners voting in favor of such modification of the summary at the special or regular 
meeting to constitute the majority needed for passage." 

Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
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Fraser moved that the first sentence of Rule 8, Section 8.1 (new Rule 6, Section 6.1), be amended by 
deleting the word "five" and inserting in lieu thereof the word "ten".  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
 
Rule 8, Section 8.1 (new Rule 6, Section 6.1), as amended, was adopted upon a voice vote. 
 
Lazarus moved approval of Rule 8, Sections 8.2, 8.3 and 8.4 (new Rule 6, Sections 6.2, 6.3 and 6.4), 
as submitted.  Seconded. 
 
Fraser moved a substitute motion to amend 8.3 (new Rule 6.3) to read as follows:   

"Transmittal of the petition for the proposed amendment to the Minneapolis City Council shall 
be made at a regular or special Commission meeting.  The Chairperson shall call a special 
Charter Commission meting for the purpose of acting on transmittal if no regular meeting is 
scheduled within ten days of the filing."  

and to delete old Section 8.4. 
Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
 
Rule 8 (new Rule 6), as amended, was adopted upon a voice vote. 
 
Lazarus moved to adopt Rule 9, Section 9.1 (new Rule 7, Section 7.1), as submitted.  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
 
Lazarus moved that Rule 9, Section 9.2 (new Rule 7, Section 7.2), be amended to read as follows:  
 "A motion to rescind or reconsider an action of the Commission must be made no later than the 
next regular meeting of the Commission, except in those instances where proposals for Charter 
amendments already have been transmitted to the Minneapolis City Council and are no longer subject 
to rescission.  The motion requires a two-thirds vote of the Commissioners present and voting." 
Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
 
Rule 9 (new Rule 7), as amended, was adopted upon a voice vote. 
 
Fraser moved to adopt the Proposed Rules of the Minneapolis Charter Commission, as amended.  
Seconded. 
Adopted.  Yeas, 11; Nays, 2 as follows: 
Yeas - Masica, Leitschuh, Rhodes, Dziedzic, Theurer, Fraser, Bernstein, Dolan, Melendez, Lazarus, 
Metge. 
Nays - Thaden, Collier. 
Absent - Clegg. 
 
Lazarus will provide a copy of the Revised Rules. 
 
By unanimous consent, agenda Item 10 was moved up for consideration at this time. 
 
10. Proposed Charter Amendments: 

Referral of proposed Charter amendments relating to contract procedures from the 
Intergovernmental Relations Committee of the City Council, amending: 

a) Chapter 3, Sections 1, 5, 11 and 16; 
b) Chapter 4, adding a new Section 25; and 
c) Chapter 5, Section 24. 
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Patrick Born, Finance Officer, and Jay Heffern, City Attorney, summarized the proposed Charter 
amendments relating to contract procedures. 
 
Thaden moved to amend the new Section 16, Finance Officer - Execution of City Contracts, by 
amending the third sentence to read:  "The Finance Officer may designate up to two persons regularly 
employed in the office to sign City contracts on behalf of the Finance Officer."  Thaden further moved 
to delete the first line in the second paragraph as follows:  "The Purchasing Agent, also called the 
Director of Procurement, shall have the authority to sign all contracts, orders or other documents 
required to be signed by the City's Purchasing Agent by Charter, law, ordinance or rule."  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
 
Thaden moved that the Charter amendments, as amended, be transmitted to the Minneapolis City 
Council requesting approval by a 13-0 vote.  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
 
 7.  Articles Committees: 

a) Updates on amendments to Articles - 
  I and II:  Bernstein, Lazarus and Thaden 
  III and IV:  Masica, Collier and Clegg 
  V and VI:  Theurer, Metge, Dolan 
  VII and VIII:  Dziedzic, Bester, Rhodes, Leitschuh, Fraser 

 
8.  Editing Committee: 

Update (Dziedzic, Clegg, Lazarus, Bernstein) 
 
 9.  Outside Readers: 

Update on the Outside Readers (Melendez) 
 
Melendez reported that the third draft of the Charter revisions has been sent out.  The Editing 
Committee will be receiving feedback.  The Articles Committee will then meet to finalize the revisions. 
 

****** 
Commissioner Rhodes submitted his resignation effective on this date.  He was thanked for his 
services as Acting Chair during 2003. 
 
Burt Osborne stated that he will ask Joe LaBat to be in attendance at the next Charter Commission 
meeting to give the Commissioners an opportunity to thank him personally for his services as counsel 
for the Charter Commission. 
 
All Commissioners were urged to attend the City Council Study Session for the presentation on 
Charter revisions scheduled for February 20, 2004 at 9:30 a.m. in the Council Chamber. 
 
Collier moved that the meeting be adjourned.  Seconded. 
Adopted upon a voice vote. 
 
 
 
Jan Hrncir 
Chief Council Committee Coordinator 


