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Potential Links and Connections Diagram

3.4 Potential Linkages
The following potential linkages are drawn from existing 

adopted small area plans and policy guidance as well as 

from the extensive engagement process conducted during 

the creation of the Downtown Public Realm Framework.  

Sources are indicated with each connection.  These potential 

connections are highlighted for their utility in creating a more 

connected and accessible downtown public realm.  They 

are not presented in any order of priority but as a catalog of 

existing and proposed linkage or connectivity opportunities. 

1. 5TH STREET NORTH EXTENSION – Create a 

connection over Interstate 94 from N 5th Street to 

Plymouth Ave N.  Source: DPRF Engagement Process

2. 8TH AVE N CONNECTION FROM WASHINGTON TO 

2ND ST N – Create a publicly accessible pedestrian 

and bicycle connection between Washington Ave 

N and 2nd Street N.  Source: North Loop Small Area Plan

3. 8TH AVE N CONNECTION FROM 3RD ST N TO 5TH 

ST N – Create a publicly accessible vehicular and/or 

pedestrian and bicycle connection from 3rd Street 

N to 5th Street N. Source: North Loop Small Area Plan

4. INTERSECTION OF 7TH ST N, 6TH AVE N AND 

ROYALSTON AVE – Create a publicly accessible 

Potential Links and Connections Diagram Key
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Potential Links and Connections Diagram Key, Continued

pedestrian and bicycle connection between Royalston 

LRT Station and 10th Ave N.

5. ROYALSTON STATION CONNECTION TO 10TH AVE N 

– Create a publicly accessible pedestrian and bicycle 

connection between Royalston LRT Station and 10th 

Ave N.

6. BORDER AVENUE CONNECTION TO GLENWOOD 

AVE – Create a publicly accessible vehicular and 

pedestrian / bicycle connection from Border Avenue 

to Glenwood Avenue.

7. TARGET FIELD STATION CONNECTION TO CEDAR 

LAKE TRAIL – Create a vertical bicycle connection 

between Cedar Lake Trail and Target Field Station 

Platform / 5th Street N. Source: Public Works Transportation 
Planning Staff Comments

8. 3rd STREET VIADUCT PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE – Improve 

the Pedestrian connection along the 3rd street viaduct 

between 2nd Ave N and 5th Ave N.

9. WASHINGTON AVE N & CEDAR LAKE TRAIL 

CONNECTION – Implement clear wayfinding 

strategies to guide bicycles from Washington Ave N 

to Cedar Lake Trail via Dock Street Flats connection.  
Source: Public Works Transportation Planning Staff Comments       
/ DPRF Public Engagement Process

10. 2ND AVE N EXTENSION – Create a pedestrian and 

bicycle connection between 2nd Ave N and West 

River Parkway. Source: DPRF Engagement Process

11. NICOLLET ISLAND CEDAR LAKE TRAIL EXTENSION 

– Explore the creation of a bicycle and pedestrian 

connection on the BNSF Rail bridge across Nicollet 

Island to Main Street N.  Source: Minneapolis Bicycle Master 
Plan

12. 3RD AVENUE BRIDGE / MAIN STREET CONNECTION 

– Improve the vertical connection for pedestrians 

and bicycles between 3rd / Central Avenue and Main 

Street SE. Source: DPRF Engagement Process

13. 3RD AVE BRIDGE / W RIVER PARKWAY CONNECTION 

– Create a vertical connection from the 3rd Ave Bridge 

at the intersection of 1st St S to the West River Parkway 

for pedestrians and bicycles. Source: DPRF Engagement 
Process

14. 2ND STREET SHARED STREET CONNECTION– 

Continue to explore ways to connect the Mill District 

via 2nd St and the Mill City Quarter Woonerf to the 

West River Parkway. Source: DPRF Engagement Process

15. 4TH STREET FREEWAY VIADUCT – Explore options 

for the future of the 4th Street Freeway Viaduct, 

owned by MNDOT, from activation underneath up to 

and including its removal at the end of its useful life, 

shifting the 94 on-ramp north. Source: Comments, DPRF 
Engagement Process

16. HIAWATHA TRAIL AND 10TH AVE S – Create a new 

bicycle and pedestrian connection between the 

Hiawatha Trail and 10th Ave S. Source: DPRF Engagement 
Process

17. WASHINGTON AVE BRIDGE TO HIAWATHA TRAIL 

CONNECTION – Create a direct bicycle and pedestrian 

connection between the Washington Avenue Bridge 

and the Hiawatha Trail through the Green Line LRT 

Trench.  Source: Bicycle Master Plan

18. SAMATAR CROSSING / CEDAR RIVERSIDE STATION 

– Create a clear and accessible connection between 

Cedar Riverside LRT station and the future Samatar 

Crossing.  Establish wayfinding between Samatar 

Crossing / Cedar Riverside LRT and neighborhood 

commercial district. commercial district. Source: DPRF 
Engagement Process

19. BLUFF STREET BIKEWAY WAYFINDING – Implement 

clear wayfinding between future protected bikeway 

on 19th Ave S to and from the Bluff Street Bikeway and 

Bridge #9. Source: DPRF Engagement Process

20. DINKYTOWN GREENWAY – Complete the bicycle and 

pedestrian connection from the Stone Arch Bridge to 

the Dinkytown Greenway. Source: Bicycle Master Plan

21. HENNEPIN / CENTRAL AVE / 5TH ST INTERSECTION – 

Simplify vehicular traffic flows and improve pedestrian 

and bicycle safety with updated infrastructure, 

wayfinding and circulation strategies. Source: DPRF 
Engagement Process

22. DUNWOODY UNDERPASS  – Establish a hospitable 

pedestrian link beneath Interstate 94 connecting 

Downtown with Uptown
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