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Summary Notes:

1. 2010 Census Overview – Bill Laden, ESNS
Importance of the 2010 Census

· The Census determines federal funding for many important social services.  ESNS Programs, which are dependent on federal funding, are: senior aid programs, low-income employee programs, congregate dining, new American services, and employment programs such as MFIP.  Other important programs that are funded through federal dollars include alternative high schools and family violence services.  If we are underrepresented in the Census, our communities will be under-funded.

· Census results also influence the decision making process from the congressional level down to the school boards.   
· “We must do all that we can with the time that we have in the place that we are.” If we are not counted our communities will miss out.

The Census is Safe, Simple, and Important
· Safe: personal information shared during the census is protected by federal law and cannot be shared with anyone else including landlords, housing and immigration agencies.

· Easy: 10 simple questions, takes10 minutes, and lasts for 10 years. 

Census form 

· Form is mailed out in March 2010 and should be returned by April 1st.  If not, the Census Bureau will visit your home to follow up.
Partner support program: $2,999 in funds available for census promotional products and services

· There have been challenges in the application process, but the CCC has applied for t-shirts, bumper stickers, fans, and hats which we should have some portion of by October.  

· Material design should include some promotion of the 2010 Census.  If you create a general outline for your products, the Census Bureau can work with the vendor to finalize the design.

· You must first complete a partner agreement form (email attachment) and return it to Hannah Garcia by fax: 612-626-0273 or Brett Buckner by email or mail (contact information below).
A Census Partner is anyone who wants to work to promote the census.  They do not need to be a nonprofit.  Any group of people is eligible to be a census partner.

· If you have any questions or would like more information about the partner support program, please contact: Brett Buckner, Partnership Specialist, U.S. Census Bureau

180 E. 5th St, St. Paul, Minnesota. 55101

612.432.2667 (cell)

866.861.2010 (Jobs line)
Brett.buckner@census.gov  
2.   Member Accomplishments

Damian Rouge, MAD Dads – working to inform people about the Census through street outreach and one-to-one contact, most people do not know what it means for the community and how it affects their general assistance, housing, etc.

Arnetta Kaba-Phillips, Shiloh Temple – hosted a structured pre-test training on Saturday.  Monday, October 26th, we will host a meeting for all faith-based communities on the North side.

ZoeAna Martinez, Lake Street Council – tabled at college campuses and other events.

Jeff Schneider, CPED – Met with the Office of Senior Affairs, which will host a QAC.  Also met with the Minneapolis Public Schools Administration to discuss leading a Census campaign.  Additionally, the City has translated the Minneapolis Census website into six languages.  Please add a link on your website to: http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/2010census/
Ibrahim Waays, MCNO – met with the University of Minnesota’s Somali Student Association and will be working with them to do Census outreach.  Also created a Facebook site to promote the Census with students: www.facebook.com/becounted.minneapolis
3. Six Months Out! Strategy and Planning

Purpose and Background – Sarah Hernandez, CCC Chair
We have only five meetings until Census Day on April 1st.  Now that we have gathered information and activity ideas from the committee, what we need to do is think about how we will be specifically reaching “hard to count” subgroups and geographical areas in the city.  Last week CCC chairs and city and CURA staff met to compile our information, identify the gaps in our work so far, and design a work plan for the next several months.  The charts that we have created identify what resources we have available, what groups we want to target, where our gaps are, and what strategies we want to use.  During tonight’s meeting, we will be going through an exercise to think about our specific objectives and how we can work together to target each hard to count subgroup and geography.

Setting Measurable Objectives – Hannah Garcia

The committee took a few minutes to write out their individual and organizational objectives for the project.  Following a discussion, the committee agreed to the following objectives:

November – December (Relationship & Resource Building)

· Convene key leaders and organizations by geography (address boycott!)

· Identify and build partnerships with key organizations

· Create key Census contacts for organizations

· Develop a volunteer team (for face-face and door-door contact)
· Develop access to materials and resources (media and outreach tools, PSP, etc.)

· Connect with media
· Create Census Teams (by interest or area, i.e. faith)
January – February (Motivation)

· Self-sufficiency in partner organizations and groups

· Constant communication from partners to their to networks

· Begin door-to-door outreach

· Local and ethnic media are promoting the Census

· Questionnaire Assistance Centers (QAC) are prepared for opening

· Census discussions included in meetings and events

· Education through speakers bureau

March – Census Day (Call to Action)

· QACs open and promoting the Census 

· Early and strong door-to-door campaigns

· Fun, visible events where forms can be dropped off

· Create Census meetings, discussions, and events.

· Large media presence (frequent PSAs)
· Strong communication to networks
April – May (Follow-up)

· Target low response areas with:

· Door-to-door outreach

· Events & meetings

· Media

· Network with organizations that have large distribution lists (i.e.housing groups)

· Strong follow-up messaging and communication to networks

November- December Planning 

Following our discussion on objectives, the committee members divided into work stations by sub-group or geographical area, depending on constituency and area of interest, to discuss what activities would take place in the next few months, who would be responsible for them, and what resources might be needed to accomplish these tasks.  

4. Group Reports on November-December Plan
These reports provide a brief summary of our plan, for further details, see “Nov-Dec Chart”

SUB-POPULATION
Somali Community – Somali Confederation of Minnesota and the Minneapolis Highrise Representative Council (MHRC) will be working with seniors and African leaders.  We will bring leaders together for two meetings, one in November and another in December.  Our goal is to have 10 leaders  at the first and 30 at the second.

Latino Community – La Asamblea de Derechos Civiles, Mainstreet Project, and the Archdiocese of Minneapolis & St Paul will be working to address the Census Boycott by bringing leaders together for a meeting about the Census.  We will also be connecting with the churches and utilizing non-traditional media such as the Catholic Church editorial, as well as traditional media such as newspapers and radio.  Additionally, Lake Street Council will be developing a Spanish poster through the PSP, targeting employees and focusing on safety.

Asian Communities - Asian Media Access will be working with the Asian Advisory Council to create and translate materials and talk with other organizations about promoting the Census. 

Homeless Community – St. Stephens will be applying to the Partner Support Program, creating a list of key organizations and a list of events.  We will also be working to create fliers and videos targeted to the Homeless community. 

GEOGRAPHIC AREA

South – ZoeAna Martinez of Lake Street Council will be connecting with neighborhood associations and neighborhood media to promote the Census.

Northeast - East Side Neighborhood Services will be promoting the Census at ongoing events as well as working to get in touch with neighborhood groups to ensure that other Northeast community groups are promoting the Census.  We will also be bringing churches together to promote the Census.

North – Shiloh Temple will be hosting a community meeting for all faith-based communities on North Minneapolis.  Following the meeting we will work with organizations to designate a Census contact and bring them to future CCC meetings.  

University of Minnesota – CURA and MCNO will connect with Student Associations and promote the Census at ongoing University events.  We will also create fliers targeted to students.
CITYWIDE

Minneapolis Highrises – MHRC works with different ethnic communities all over the city and will be working in the coming months to connect with the Oromo community.  We will also be recruiting highrise community leaders to promote at gatherings and events, go door-to-door, and write articles for our monthly newsletter.

Minneapolis Public Schools – Emily Lawther will be working with school administration and staff to approve the “2010 Census in the Schools” curriculum.  Additionally, they will be working with youth leadership to bring Census information back to school councils.

MAD DADS – plans to target mass transit corporations to promote the Census.  Also will be promoting the Census through ongoing street outreach, events, and speaking engagements.

Local Census Office – Bill Davney is the manager of the Minneapolis local Census office, which covers the city and a small sliver of St. Anthony.  They will be working on the operational side of the Census which includes managing the Questionnaire Assistance Centers and the non-response follow up work.  This office is also the source for Census jobs in Minneapolis.  They will be hiring for their office and then conduct large hiring for Census takers for the homeless community, group quarters, and non-response follow up to households.   They want a strong number of candidates in their own neighborhoods representing different communities.  The local Minneapolis Census office is located on 123, 3rd St. N, Minneapolis, MN 55401 and they can be reached at 1-866-861-2010.
5.   Meeting Evaluation 

What went well?

· Good turnout and people arrived on time

· We moved beyond education to deal with real issues
· What we accomplished tonight was very concrete and specific
· Impressed with how solid and committed our group is
· We like how creative the activities are
· The meeting was well organized and there was a lot to do during the time
· We are moving forward and now focusing on details
· There are some very important people at these meetings who are making progress each month
What could be better for next time?

· More people from more organizations should be at our next meeting

· Still wondering how we are going to coordinate such a large project and how we are going to work together

· Its good to see familiar faces, but there are a lot of people missing from our last meeting

· We need to bring neighborhood associations to the table
· There are also organizations missing from the Oromo community
· We need more faith leaders to be a part of this work, especially from South Minneapolis
NEXT CCC MEETING:

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17TH 5-7pm

BRIAN COYLE COMMUNITY CENTER

420 15TH AVE S, MINNEAPOLIS, 55454
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