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City of Minneapolis Heritage Preservation Commission Registration Form 
 
 1. Name of Property 
 
Historic Name:  Amos Samuel Deinard, Sr. House 
 
Other Name/Site Number:  n/a 
 
 2. Location of Property 
 
Street and Number:  1729 Morgan Avenue South 
 
(x) located on original site   not for publication () 
 
() moved/date: 
 
 3. Ownership 
 
Owner's Name:  Amos Deinard Jr. and Sue Deinard 
 
Street and Number: 1729 Morgan Avenue South 
 
City: Minneapolis     State: MN Zip: 55403 
             612-377-1020 
 3. Classification 
 
Ownership of property: (x) private 
    () public 
    () both 
 
Category of property:  (x) building 
    () site 
    () district 
    () structure 
    () object 
 
Number of resources within property: 
 
Contributing  Non-contributing 
(1)   () buildings 
()   () sites 
()   () structures 
()   () objects 
()   () Total 
 
()  Listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
 
Date:   
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City of Minneapolis Heritage Preservation Commission Registration Form:  
Page 2 
 
 5. Function or Use 
 
Historic: Residential 
 
Current: Residential 
 
 6. Description 
 
Architectural classification (style):  Tudor 
 
Materials: foundation:  

roof:  
walls: half timber framing stucco and limestone  
other: 

   
Describe present and historic physical appearance.  Use continuation sheets. 
 
 7. Statement of Significance 
 
Applicable local designation criteria: 
 
2) The property is associated with the lives of significant persons or groups. 
 
6) The property exemplifies works of master builders, engineers, designers, artists, 
craftsmen, or architects. 

 
     
Period (s) of significance:  
 
Significant dates:  19__ (date of purchase) 
 
Significant person (s):  Amos Samuel Deinard, Sr. 
            
Cultural affiliation: n/a 
 
Architect/Builder: Liebenberg & Kaplan Architects 
 
 8. Major Bibliographic References 
 
See continuation sheets 
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City of Minneapolis Heritage Preservation Commission Registration Form:  
Page 3 
 
  
 9. Geographical Data 
 
Acreage of Property:  less than one 
 
PIN number: 2802924320031 
Legal Description: Part of lots 12 and 13, Block 9, Lakeview Addition to Minneapolis 
 
 see continuation sheets 
 
10. Form prepared by: 
 
Name/Title:  Bob Glancy, President 
 
Organization:  The Old House Company 
 
Street and number: 6711 Lakeshore Dr. #1207  Telephone: 612-729-7508  
 
City: Richfield   State: MN  Zip:  55423 
 
 
11. Minneapolis Heritage Preservation Commission Comments 
 
Date submitted to Minneapolis HPC:      April __, 2012 
 
Date of Minneapolis HPC comment: 
 
12. Description of City Council 
 
Designation of property pursuant to:  
 
Date of action: 
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MINNEAPOLIS HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
LOCAL DESIGNATION 
CONTINUATION SHEET 
 
Page: 1 Amos Samuel Deinard Sr. Residence 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Description 

 
The Amos Samuel Deinard, Sr. residence is located at 1729 Morgan Ave. So. in the Lowry Hill 
neighborhood of Minneapolis. It is a Tudor Revival style house 44’ x 53’ in size. It is of wood frame 
construction with exterior walls of half timbering framing panels of stucco with random limestone details.  
 
The house faces west, overlooking Kenwood Park. The main gable roof runs from side to side. A slightly 
higher cross gable roof is at the north end of the house. Vertical half timbering with stucco infill covers its 
surface. A second, smaller gable-roofed section projects about 18 inches. A third gable roof covers the 
central entrance which projects another foot or so. It has Tuscan columns to either side of the doorway. 
 
All of the first floor on the main elevation is covered with flagstone in a random pattern. The second level is 
a combination of half-timber, stucco and exposed flagstone. The main cross gable has several shallow wavy 
courses of cedar shakes in its peak, but no half timbering. An attractive stone wall extension on the left 
(north) end of the houses front façade includes a Roman arch with a wrought iron gate. The feature has a 
small gable roof covering it. 
 
In the east (rear) elevation there is a large dormer the height of the main roof and half the width of the house. 
It has vertical half timbering in the center third as well as in the southern portion of the rear elevation. The 
surface here is stucco. The lower (basement) level is totally covered in stone, as are short walls that define a 
stone patio. The main cross gable has several shallow wavy courses slate shakes in its peak, but no half 
timbering.  
 
Due to the southward slope of the site, the basement level is exposed on the south elevation. A driveway 
from the street is located on this south side and leads to two single car garage doors in the rear of this façade. 
There is half-timbering in the portion of house that extended to the rear from the main rectangular footprint 
of the house, but the main south façade has only stucco and exposed stone. 
 
The north elevation of the house is covered with stone from the front corner to the chimney on both first and 
second floors. The remainder has only stucco. Several deep window wells let light into the basement. 
 
Broad chimneys originally topped with chimney pots are at both north and south sides of the house. They are 
centered on the main roof ridge line and are totally covered in stone. 
 
The fenestration of the house consists of six over six, double-hung wood sash on the first three levels, with 
casements on the third floor of the front façade.  
 
An examination of the original drawings for the house found in the Northwest Architectural Archives 
collection of Anderson Library at the University of Minnesota shows that the house was built basically as 
conceived and designed for the family of George Webster in 1924. The yards retain their original design, 
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including placement of two large trees in the front yard, according to the original landscape architect’s 
drawing.  
 

 
Statement of Significance 

 
Criterion 2: 
 
Criterion 2 (the property is associated with the lives of significant persons or groups) for its association with 
Amos Samuel Deinard, Sr. 
 
Criterion 6 (the property exemplifies works of master builders, engineers, designers, artists, craftsmen, or 
architects) for its association with the work of Liebenberg & Kaplan Architects, a significant Minneapolis 
architectural firm. The period of significance is 1924 – 197X which encompasses the year the house was 
built and the year that Amos Deinard moved out of the house. 

 
 
Amos Samuel Deinard 
Amos Deinard was one of the earliest proponents of the fighters for civil rights in the history of 
Minneapolis. Born the son of Russian immigrants Samuel and Rose Deinard in Indiana in 1898, who came 
to the city in 1892. Samuel became religious leader of Temple Israel at the turn of the century. Amos 
inherited his interest and dedication to civil liberty from his father who was the first President of the 
Minnesota Chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. 
 
As a child, Deinard contracted an eye infection which left him unable to discern much more than light from 
dark. It kept him from starting school until he was nine years old. At the age of 13, he attended the Faribault 
School for the Blind where he learned to read Braille. He attended West High School in spite of his handicap 
with the help of his parents and his brother, Benedict, who was 18 months his junior. His senior year, Amos 
was Valedictorian with a grade point average of 96.5; his brother was Salutatorian with 96.2. 
 
The two brothers entered the University of Minnesota law school together where they were Phi Beta Kappa 
members. Upon graduation, they attended Harvard. While home from Harvard during a school break, they 
met George Leonard (also a Jewish immigrant from Russia) who had been practicing law by himself for 25 
years. Leonard asked the brothers to join him after graduating the following spring. Also joining the firm at 
its outset was legal scholar Arthur Street. The firm of Leonard, Street and Deinard was founded in the spring 
of 1922. 
 
Amos Deinard practiced in the area of civil law and was involved in civil liberty cases and movements from 
the beginning. In 1946, he was appointed to the newly created Minneapolis Fair Employment Practices 
Commission by its creator Mayor Hubert H. Humphrey. He and his family moved into 1729 Morgan Ave. S. 
the following year. He served on the commission for 17 years – 15 of them as chairman. He was also a 
founder of the Minneapolis Federation for Jewish Service and was a member of its board for 47 years.  
 
As Deinard once explained the situation to a newspaper reporter, “Except for a few idealists, the cause was 
hardly popular. There was even heavy job discrimination against Catholics.” 
 
When he start on the commission, there were no black salesclerks or taxi drivers or bank employees other 
than janitors.  
Then he went to department stores with his idea. “I always stressed that it was a wonderful thing to be a 
pattern-setter,” Deinard said. 
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Deinard also explained his involvement in the FEPC in an interview with Rhoda Lewin as part of his 
doctorate dissertation in 1978. The following is from the transcript of her tape recording now in the 
collections of the Minnesota Historical Society: 
 

RL: Being on the FEPC sounds like a very pragmatic thing, although I think you needed a lot of 
optimism.  
AD: We broke ground in my day. That’s when we really opened up the community. After all, I served, 
as I say, from 1947 to 1964, seventeen long years, and those were the years in which the patterns began 
to be set.  
RL: The new patterns that were different from the pre-war, Depression anti-Semitism?  
AD: Well, that’s when we opened up the community to Negro employment. That’s a change.  
RL: It was more than just employment, though, wasn’t it?  
AD: Well, the problem was more than employment, but the area of concern of our Commission was 
employment. There was also a Mayor’s Commission on Human Relations, which overlapped in a broad 
way the field which the Minnesota Jewish Council occupied within the Jewish community and the 
NAACP and the Urban League did in the Negro community. It was a citywide Commission, but our 
charge and function was in the field of employment.  
RL: How did you go about doing this? How did you define the problem and decide what directions to 
move in?  
AD: Pragmatic, I suppose. You get your point of departure from the complaints that come to you. You 
can pretty quickly pinpoint where your efforts should be turned. But for me to dwell on it with any 
degree of detail would be to make it sound as though I’m bragging, so I’d rather not. I don’t want to 
sound boastful.  
RL: Well, I wish you would. But—  
AD: Well, I’ll give you one example, maybe two. Early on, I was made keenly aware of the fact 
that there were no blacks and no Orientals in the employ of any of the banks. So I sought out a 
couple of the top officials of the First National Bank and went over and conferred with them, 
pointed this circumstance out to them, and I said a bank should be a trend-setter in a community. 
It’s the most visible business establishment there is, outside of maybe a bustling department store, I 
said. Thousands of people pass in and out of your lobbies and banking floors, and I’d like them to 
see some black faces and some yellow faces around, so that they’ll get the idea that these people 
are human. And I challenged them to find places for some black and Mongolian or Asiatic 
employees, and it “took!” And from then on, I’m sure as you go through the banks you 
occasionally glimpse black employees as tellers in cashier’s windows, and what not. I didn’t call 
them any names, I merely pointed out that they were oblivious to a fact that was significant, that 
they had a great opportunity to set a trend, to create an atmosphere, and it was a persuasive 
argument. 

 
 
He was known throughout his career for his persistent work to eliminate hiring discrimination. 
 
Other organizations that received Deinards talents were: 
 
The Jewish Family and Children’s Service of Minneapolis. 
 
The Jewish Community Relations Council of Minnesota. 
 
The Minnesota Society for the Prevention of Blindness (He was a founding member and served on its board 
for more than 40 years. 
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The North Central Region of the National Conference of Christians and Jews. (He became a member of the 
board in 1942.) 
 
He received a Distinguished Service Award for his service on the Mayor’s Commission of Human 
Relations. 
 
He was honored for his civil rights work by the Fund of Legal Aid Society. 
 
He served on the Boards of the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee,Brandeis University and 
Mount Sinai Hospital in Minneapolis. 
 
He was active in the Minneapolis Round Table of Christians and Jews. 
 
In 1970, a new national forest was established in Israel in honor of Amos Dienard. 
 
He was chosen to be one of Minnesota’s top 100 lawyers in the history of the state by the internet magazine 
Minnesota Law & Politics (See continuation sheet). 
 
His firm was one of seven founding members of the Twin Cities/Diversity in Practice – a unique consortium 
of otherwise competing law firms and corporations – aiming to attract, recruit, retain and advance law 
students and lawyers of color in Minnesota. 
 
Criterion 2: 
 
Criterion 6 (the property exemplifies works of master builders, engineers, designers, artists, craftsmen, or 
architects) for its association with the work of Liebenberg & Kaplan Architects, a significant Minneapolis 
architectural firm. The period of significance is 1924 – 197X which encompasses the year the house was 
built and the year that Amos Deinard moved out of the house. 
 
Liebenberg & Kaplan Architects 
 
Jack Liebenberg was born in Milwaukee in 1893 and educated at the University of Minnesota, where he was 
in the first graduating class from the School of Architecture (1916). The following year, he was granted a 
Master of Science in Architecture from Harvard. After service in the U.S. Army Air Corps, he returned to 
Minneapolis and entered the firm of D. C. Bennett. In 1921, Liebenberg joined former classmate Seeman 
Kaplan in partnership and remained in the firm until his retirement in 1980. For several years up to 1971, the 
partnership also included Joel Glotter. Liebenberg died in Edina, Minnesota, on March 23, 1985. 
 
Seeman Kaplan, a native of Minneapolis, graduated with honors in architecture from the University of 
Minnesota in 1918 and joined Liebenberg in 1921. Kaplan managed the engineering and business details of 
the company until his death in 1963. 
 
The firm of Liebenberg & Kaplan were best known for their designs of movie theaters throughout the upper 
Midwest, most of them being done in the Art Deco motif. Their work on single family residences, while not 
as well known, comprised more than half of the firm’s work over the 60+ years it was in business. 
 
The firm’s papers are now in the collections of the Northwest Architectural Archives in the University of 
Minnesota’s Anderson Library. It contains the drawings of more than 2500 projects. From these files, we 
learn that Liebenberg & Kaplan designed seven movie theaters between the time they formed their 
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partnership in 1921 and the end of 1923 when the building permit was drawn for 1729 Morgan. Yet the 
index to the firm’s projects showed they had designed at least 32 residences during the same period. 
 
The firm was one of the premiere designers of homes in the Lowry Hill neighborhood (including 1729 
Morgan) and the adjacent Kenwood neighborhood. Of the 20 L & K homes built in these neighborhoods 
between 1922 and 1930, all were of stucco, stone and or brick construction (like 1729 Morgan). Five still 
stand on Lake of the Isles Pkwys. and six on Mount Curve Ave. 
 
In 1924, the same year 1729 Morgan was under construction, Liebenberg & Kaplan was hired by Thorpe 
Bros. Realty to design eight model homes for their Edina Country Club development – now a historic 
district. 
 
Many of their early houses were done in variations of Mediterranean Revival architecture. The Deinard 
Residence is one of these. 
 
The Minneapolis Heritage Preservation Commission has designated three churches and a synagogue 
designed by the partnership, but no house has been recognized. The Deinard house is not only an excellent 
example of the type of residential architecture in which the firm specialized, but it retains virtually every 
element and material designed by its architects. Even much of the original landscaping remains unchanged 
including the placement of two prominent trees in the front yard. 
  







































Liebenberg & Kaplan Residences in Lowry Hill, Kenwood and East isles Neighborho

No. Street Permit DateEst. Comp. DateArchitect Description Orig. Owner
2001 Franklin Ave. 5/03/23 10/01/23 Liebenberg & Kaplan 41x57 stuc dwlg Irving Robitscek
1919 Humboldt Ave  6/22/26 7/10/26 Liebenberg & Kaplan Brick Ven. Dwelling W.S. Chase
1915 Irving Ave. So11/20/28 5/01/29 Liebenberg & Kaplan Frame Stone Dwelling Liebenberg + Kaplan
1767 James Ave. S 6/12/23 10/15/23 Liebenberg & Kaplan Stucco Dx 40x52 Monasch
2129 Kenwood Pkw4/02/48 10/02/48 Liebenberg & Kaplan 30x30 fr dwlg (2 sty Martin Stien
1820 Knox Ave. So 3/24/27 11/01/27 Liebenberg & Kaplan Stone Dwelling 39x54 Woodruff
2330 Lake of the Is  12/31/29 9/01/30 Liebenberg & Kaplan 69x70 br ven dwlg + Erle D. Luce
2366 Lake of the Is  8/24/28 5/01/29 Liebenberg & Kaplan 43x67 stuc dwlg + at Liebenberg & Kaplan
2380 Lake of the Is  2/11/58 7/01/58 Liebenberg & Kaplan 51x30x8 fr gar + bsm H.Z. Mendow
1729 Morgan Ave. S12/12/23 6/01/24 Liebenberg & Kaplan Stucco Dwelling 43x5 George Webster
1004 Mount Curve 2/16/26 5/01/26 Liebenberg & Kaplan Stucco Dwelling 30x7 H.R. Ward
1014 Mount Curve 3/18/26 11/18/26 Liebenberg & Kaplan Stucco Dwelling 50x6 Wurtelle
1122 Mount Curve 1/19/28 12/01/28 Liebenberg & Kaplan Brick Ven. Dwelling H.C. Piper
1505 Mount Curve 3/13/23 9/01/23 Liebenberg & Kaplan Stucco Dwelling 32x6 Brace
1506 Mount Curve 3/26/29 5/01/29 Liebenberg & Kaplan Stucco Dwelling 41x6 R.H. Gallaher
930 Mount Curve 11/10/25 Liebenberg & Kaplan Stucco Dwelling 53x4 S.H. Bowman
1725 Knox Ave. So 43231 Liebenberg, Kaplan & Martin Brick Ven. Dwelling Liebenberg, Kaplan + Ma
1915 Knox Ave. So 1/04/22 4/01/22 Liebenberg, Kaplan & Martin Tile Dwelling 51x41 W.F. Woodruff
2388 Lake of the Is  4/13/22 10/01/22 Liebenberg, Kaplan & Martin 68x45 stuc/tile dwlg M.H. Arnsden
2619 Lake of the Is  1/04/23 Liebenberg, Kaplan & Martin
2309 Oliver Ave. So6/27/22 10/01/22 Liebenberg, Kaplan & Martin 34x24 pl.en. dwlg+ 2 H.M. Higgins
2529 Thomas Ave. 8/29/22 11/01/23 Liebenberg, Kaplan & Martin 28x55 pl ven dwlg + Henry Fligelman
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