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SUMMARY 

In December of 2015, Council Member Elizabeth Glidden submitted a nomination application for the 

Arthur and Edith Lee House located at 4600 Columbus Avenue South. Upon review, the Department of 

Community Planning and Economic Development (CPED) recommended to the Heritage Preservation 

Commission (HPC) on January 5, 2016, that the property exhibited at least one of the local designation 

criteria found in section 599.210 of the Heritage Preservation Regulations. The HPC adopted CPED’s 

findings and placed the property under interim protection and called for a designation study to be 

conducted. Interim protection for the property is in effect for at least one year, until January 5, 2017, or 

until the City Council makes a decision regarding the designation of the property. 

A designation study was completed in April 2016 and has been presented for review to both the 

Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and the Minneapolis City Planning Commission.  

CONSISTENCY WITH ADOPTED PLANS AND POLICIES 

Title 23, Chapter 599.260 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances requires the planning director to 

submit all proposed designations to the Minneapolis City Planning Commission for review and comment 

on the proposed designation. In its review, the City Planning Commission considers but is not limited to 

the following factors: 

(1) The relationship of the proposed designation to the city’s comprehensive plan 

(2) The effect of the proposed designation on the surrounding area 

(3) The consistency of the proposed designation with applicable development plans or development 

objectives adopted by the City Council 

The designation of the Arthur and Edith Lee House at 4600 Columbus Avenue South meets the 

following relevant policies of The Minneapolis Plan for Sustainable Growth: 

Heritage Preservation Policy 8.1: Preserve, maintain, and designate districts, 

landmarks, and historic resources which serve as reminders of the city's architecture, 

history, and culture. 

8.1.1  Protect historic resources from modifications that are not sensitive to their historic 

significance. 

8.1.4  Designate resources recommended for designation from historic surveys and listed on 

the National Register of Historic Places which have no local protection. 

The future land use of the property is identified as Urban Neighborhood in the Minneapolis Plan for 

Sustainable Growth. The property is one block west of a designated Community Corridor, Chicago 

Avenue. A Neighborhood Commercial Node exists around the intersection of the East 48th Street and 

Chicago Avenue. 

The effect of the proposed designation on the surrounding area:  

The designation of the Arthur and Edith Lee House is not anticipated to impact the surrounding area. 

Designation will protect the property from inappropriate alterations or demolition as Heritage 

Preservation Commission approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness would be required for any major 

alterations to the property. The property’s designation may bring more attention to the events of 1931 

that occurred at the home. 

https://www.municode.com/library/mn/minneapolis/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=MICOOR_TIT23HEPR_CH599HEPRRE_ARTVDE_599.260CIPLCORE
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The consistency of the proposed designation with applicable development plans or development objectives 

adopted by the City Council:  

No specific small area plans or other applicable development objectives have been adopted by the City 

Council for this area.  

LOCAL DESIGNATION CRITERIA 

Title 23, Chapter 599.210 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances list seven criteria which shall be 

considered in determining whether a property is worthy of local designation as a landmark because of 

its historical, cultural, architectural, archaeological or engineering significance. The Arthur and Edith Lee 
House at 4600 Columbus Avenue South meets Criterion #1 as evaluated below: 

Criterion #1: The property is associated with significant events or with periods that 

exemplify broad patterns of cultural, political, economic or social history.  

This property is eligible for designation due to its association with the significant events of the 

protests in 1931. These riots have been identified as some of the largest racially-motivated 

demonstrations in Minnesota history. The property exemplifies broad patterns of social history, 

particularly in regard to African-American history in Minneapolis, race relations, and historical 

trends of housing discrimination. 

Criterion #2:  The property is associated with the lives of significant persons or groups. 

While the assistance and involvement of lawyer and Minneapolis NAACP President Lena Olive 

Smith significantly impacted the outcome of the riots, the subject property itself is not strongly 

associated enough with Lena Olive Smith for designation under this criteria. Lena Olive Smith’s 

home at 3905 5th Avenue South was locally designated in 1996 and placed in the National Register in 

1991 and represents the importance of Lena Olive Smith to the history of Minneapolis. 

Criterion #3:  The property contains or is associated with distinctive elements of city or 

neighborhood identity. 

While the neighborhood’s development is important to understanding the context within which the 

riots occurred, the property itself is not strongly associated with distinctive elements of city or 

neighborhood identity and therefore is not considered significant under this criterion. 

Criterion #4:  The property embodies the distinctive characteristics of an architectural 

or engineering type or style, or method of construction. 

The modest single-story home is of a typical vernacular style with some Craftsman details, such as 

projecting eaves and clipped gables, as well as a front porch with Classical Revival details. However, 

the property does not embody distinctive architectural characteristics of a particular style and thus 

is not considered significant under this criterion. 

Criterion #5:  The property exemplifies a landscape design or development pattern 

distinguished by innovation, rarity, uniqueness or quality of design or detail. 

The property has the typical landscape design and development pattern of most residential lots in 

the city, so the property is not considered significant for exemplifying a landscape design or 

development pattern distinguished by innovation, rarity, uniqueness or quality of design or detail. 

https://www.municode.com/library/mn/minneapolis/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=MICOOR_TIT23HEPR_CH599HEPRRE_ARTVDE_599.210DECR
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Criterion #6:  The property exemplifies works of master builders, engineers, designers, 

artists, craftsmen or architects. 

The home was constructed by J.A. Heinsch and no architect is listed on the original building permit. 

J.A. Heinsch is not known to be a master builder. Thus, the property is not considered significant for 

exemplifying the work of master builders, engineers, designers, artists, craftsmen or architects. 

Criterion #7:  The property has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information 

important in prehistory or history. 

There is no evidence to suggest that the property may be likely to yield information important in 

prehistory or history. Therefore, the site is not considered significant under this criterion. 

REVIEWS AND COMMENTS 

Chapter 599 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances requires that the designation be submitted to the 

Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) for review and comment.   

State Historic Preservation Office 

The designation study was submitted to SHPO for comment on April 21, 2016. In the attached letter 

dated June 22, 2016, SHPO provided favorable comments on the designation, stating: 

“The Arthur and Edith Lee House is historically significant for its association with Minneapolis’ African 

American community and specifically for its ties to a series of racial protests which culminated on July 

16, 1931 with an unruly mob of 4,000 people in front of the Lee House. African American couple, 

Arthur and Edith Lee, moved into 4600 Columbus Avenue South in June 1931. The house was located 

in the South Minneapolis Field neighborhood, which was considered to be a “white neighborhood” by 

homeowners in the area who were angry that a black family had moved in to the neighborhood. The July 

events that occurred at the Lee House were a defining moment in African American history in 

Minneapolis and highlighted the existence of housing discrimination in the city. The significance of the 

Lee House was recognized by the National Register of Historic Places, which listed the property on July 

11, 2014. We concur that the Lee House is an ideal candidate for local designation.” 

City Planning Commission 

Chapter 599 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances also requires that the designation be submitted to 

the Minneapolis City Planning Commission for review and comment. In its review, the City Planning 

Commission considers but is not limited to the following factors: 

(1) The relationship of the proposed designation to the city's comprehensive plan. 

(2) The effect of the proposed designation on the surrounding area. 

(3) The consistency of the proposed designation with applicable development plans or development 

objectives adopted by the city council. 

The designation study was presented to the City Planning Commission at their Committee of the 

Whole meeting on June 30, 2016. The City Planning Commission found that the proposed designation 

was consistent with the Minneapolis Plan for Sustainable Growth and commented favorably on the 

designation. A copy of the memorandum submitted to the City Planning Commission is attached to the 

designation study. 

  



Department of Community Planning and Economic Development 

Arthur and Edith Lee House Designation Study 

 

 

 
5 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Department of Community Planning and Economic Development recommends that the Heritage 

Preservation Commission and City Council adopt staff findings for the local designation of the Arthur 
and Edith Lee House located at 4600 Columbus Avenue South: 

A. Landmark Designation. 

Recommended motion: Recommend that the City Council approve the local designation 

of the Arthur and Edith Lee House located at 4600 Columbus Avenue South. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Map of the subject property 

2. Arthur and Edith Lee House Designation Study and Attachments  
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DESIGNATION STUDY PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND 

In December 2015, Council Member Elizabeth Glidden submitted a nomination application for the 
Arthur and Edith Lee House located at 4600 Columbus Avenue to the Department of Community 
Planning and Economic Development (CPED). Upon review, CPED recommended to the Heritage 
Preservation Commission on January 5, 2016, that the property exhibited at least one of the local 
designation criteria found in section 599.210 of the Heritage Preservation Regulations. The HPC adopted 
CPED’s findings and placed the property under interim protection and called for a designation study to 
be conducted. Interim protection for the property is in effect for at least one year, until January 5, 2017, 
or until the City Council makes a decision regarding the designation of the property. 

This study is intended to fulfill the requirements for local designation outlined in Title 23, Chapter 
599.230 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances. In 2014, the property was listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places for its association with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history. Significant research for this study had been completed for the National Register 
of Historic Places Registration Form completed by Greg Donofrio and Laurel Fritz, principal investigators 
for that designation. This local designation is indebted to that significant body of research which has 
been utilized and applied to the local designation process.  

The Arthur and Edith Lee House was identified as a potential historic resource in a 2010 reconnaissance 
survey of Far South Minneapolis completed by Mead & Hunt. The surveyors noted that the building 
appeared to possess significance and recommended it for intensive-level research to determine its 
eligibility for local and/or National Register designation in the area of social history as the site of early 
twentieth century race riots in south Minneapolis. 

BASIC PROPERTY INFORMATION 

 

CURRENT NAME Lindstrom Residence    

HISTORIC NAME Arthur and Edith Lee House 

CURRENT ADDRESS 4600 Columbus Avenue 

HISTORIC ADDRESS 4600 Columbus Avenue 

ORIGINAL CONSTRUCTION DATE 1923   

ORIGINAL CONTRACTOR J.A. Heinsch   

ORIGINAL ARCHITECT, MASTER BUILDER, 
ENGINEER, DESIGNER, ARTIST, OR CRAFTSMEN 

None  

HISTORIC USE Residence 

CURRENT USE Residence 

WARD Ward 8     

NEIGHBORHOOD  Field 
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PART 1:  PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY 

The physical description of the property is detailed in the National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form Narrative Description (page 4-7) and Geographical Data (page 29), found in Appendix 
A. While historic features and materials do exist on the interior of this single-family residence, interior 
spaces are not recommended for protection as part of this local designation. The home is considered a 
contributing structure while the garage is considered noncontributing as it was constructed in 1950, 
after the period of significance. 

PART 2:  DISCUSSION OF HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

The highly publicized protests at the Arthur and Edith Lee House have been identified as some of the 

largest racially-motivated demonstrations in Minnesota history. The National Register nomination form 

succinctly summarizes the significance of the Arthur and Edith Lee House:  

A series of menacing protests described as "riots" in the newspapers enveloped 4600 

Columbus Avenue South following its purchase in June 1931 by Arthur and Edith Lee. The 

young couple was African-American, and they chose to buy a house in the "Field" 

neighborhood, part of South Minneapolis that area homeowners considered to be a 

"white neighborhood." Some members of the community were upset by the presence of 

a black family in their neighborhood, especially considering that in 1927, the Eugene 

Field Neighborhood Association had gone so far as to ask homeowners to sign a contract 

stating that they would only sell their properties to Caucasians. Community members 

banded together and tried to force the Lees to leave their newly purchased house. Racial 

taunts and small demonstrations rapidly escalated, culminating in an unruly mob of 

4,000 people who packed the lawn and spilled out into the street in front of 4600 

Columbus Avenue South on the evening of July 16, 1931. Arthur Lee, a World War One 

veteran, an NAACP member, and a United States Postal Service worker, was determined 

to stay; he said he had a "right to establish a home" in the neighborhood of his choosing. 

Many individuals and organizations came to the family's defense, including, most 

notably, the local and national chapters of the National Association for the Advancement 

of Colored People (NAACP), and the influential lawyer Lena Olive Smith. Arthur Lee, Edith 

Lee, and their young daughter Mary remained in the house until fall 1933, when they 

moved elsewhere in Minneapolis. The Lee protests remain some of the largest and most 

widely publicized racially-motivated demonstrations in Minnesota's history. 

For a much more detailed analysis of the significance of the Arthur and Edith Lee House, please see 

additional descriptions in the National Register Registration Form Statement of Significance (Page 9-25). 

The City of Minneapolis local designation similarly finds the property locally significant as analyzed in 

that document. The Arthur and Edith Lee House at 4600 Columbus Avenue South is associated with the 

significant events of these 1931 riots, as well as with broad patterns of social history, particularly in 

regard to African-American history in Minneapolis, race relations, and historical trends of housing 

discrimination. 
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PART 3:  RATIONALE FOR LOCAL HISTORICAL DESIGNATION 

Local historic designation is an official action that promotes the preservation of historic resources by 
recognizing specific people, places, and events that are deemed to be significant to the history and 
heritage of Minneapolis. Through the requirements set out in the Heritage Preservation chapter of the 
City’s Code of Ordinances, the act of designation establishes a series of protections that are 
administered through the ordinance to ensure protection of significant places throughout the city 
against demolition or inappropriate alterations. 

DESIGNATION CRITERIA 

Title 23, Chapter 599.210 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances lists seven criteria which are 
considered when trying to determine whether a property is worthy of local designation as a landmark 
because of its particular significance. The Arthur and Edith Lee House is considered below in relation to 
each of the seven designation criteria: 

CRITERION #1:  The property is associated with significant events or with periods that exemplify broad 
patterns of cultural, political, economic, or social history. 

This property is eligible for designation due to its association with the significant events of the protests 
in 1931. These riots have been identified as some of the largest racially-motivated demonstrations in 
Minnesota history. The property exemplifies broad patterns of social history, particularly in regard to 
African-American history in Minneapolis, race relations, and historical trends of housing discrimination. 

CRITERION #2:  The property is associated with the lives of significant persons or groups. 

While the assistance and involvement of lawyer and Minneapolis NAACP President Lena Olive Smith 
significantly impacted the outcome of the riots, the subject property itself is not strongly associated 
enough with Lena Olive Smith for designation under this criteria. Lena Olive Smith’s home at 3905 5th 
Avenue South was locally designated in 1996 and placed in the National Register in 1991 and represents 
the importance of Lena Olive Smith to the history of Minneapolis. 

CRITERION #3:  The property contains or is associated with distinctive elements of city or 
neighborhood identity. 

While the neighborhood’s development is important to understanding the context within which the 
riots occurred, the property itself is not strongly associated with distinctive elements of city or 
neighborhood identity and therefore is not considered significant under this criterion. 

CRITERION #4:  The property embodies the distinctive characteristics of an architectural or engineering 
type or style, or method of construction. 

The modest single-story home is of a typical vernacular style with some Craftsman details, such as 
projecting eaves and clipped gables, as well as a front porch with Classical Revival details. However, the 
property does not embody distinctive architectural characteristics of a particular style and thus is not 
considered significant under this criterion. 

CRITERION #5:  The property exemplifies a landscape design or development pattern distinguished by 
innovation, rarity, uniqueness or quality of design or detail. 

The property has the typical landscape design and development pattern of most residential lots in the 
city, so the property is not considered significant for exemplifying a landscape design or development 
pattern distinguished by innovation, rarity, uniqueness or quality of design or detail. 
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CRITERION #6:  The property exemplifies works of master builders, engineers, designers, artists, 
craftsmen or architects. 

The home was constructed by J.A. Heinsch and no architect is listed on the original building permit. J.A. 
Heinsch is not known to be a master builder. Thus, the property is not considered significant for 
exemplifying the work of master builders, engineers, designers, artists, craftsmen or architects. 

CRITERION #7:  The property has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory 
or history. 

There is no evidence to suggest that the property may be likely to yield information important in 
prehistory or history. Therefore, the site is not considered significant under this criterion. 

INTEGRITY OF HISTORIC RESOURCE 

The property retains integrity, as detailed in the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
Integrity section (page 8), found in Appendix A. Some materials, such as the exterior siding and 
windows, are known to be unoriginal, as noted in the National Register form.  

RELATIONSHIP TO THE BODY OF LOCALLY-DESIGNATED PROPERTIES IN 
MINNEAPOLIS 

The City of Minneapolis designates properties that represent and reflect elements of the city’s culture, 
social, economic, religious, political, architectural, or aesthetic history as local heritage landmarks. As of 
April 2016, 170 individual properties are designated as landmarks in the City of Minneapolis, including 
other places important to African-American history in Minneapolis, such as the Lena Olive Smith Home 
at 3905 5th Avenue South and the Minnesota Spokesman-Recorder building at 3744 4th Avenue South. 
African-American sites were identified in the Historic Resources Inventory Capstone as a property type 
that is currently under-represented in the City.  

The Arthur and Edith Lee House is unique in the City of Minneapolis and among those properties 
currently listed as landmarks. As the site of some of the largest racially-motivated demonstrations in 
Minnesota history, the property exemplifies broad patterns of social history, particularly in regard to 
African-American history in Minneapolis, race relations, and historical trends of housing discrimination. 

Currently, there are no designated landmarks or historic districts in the Field neighborhood. Designated 
landmarks in Ward 8 include the Stewart Memorial Presbyterian Church, the Charles Backus House, the 
Hosmer Library, the Lena Olive Smith House, the Montefiore Cemetery and Chapel, and the Minnesota 
Spokesman-Recorder Building.  

Relationship to the Minneapolis Preservation Plan 

The proposed designation helps fulfill the goals outlined in the 1990 Preservation Plan for the City of 
Minneapolis by systematically studying a property for its potential for preservation. 

Comprehensive and Long-Range Planning 

Title 23, Chapter 599.260 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances requires the planning director to 
submit all proposed designations to the Minneapolis City Planning Commission for review and comment 
on the proposed designation. In its review, the City Planning Commission shall consider but not be 
limited to the following factors: 
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(1) The relationship of the proposed designation to the city's comprehensive plan. 
(2) The effect of the proposed designation on the surrounding area. 
(3) The consistency of the proposed designation with applicable development plans or 

development objectives adopted by the city council. 

THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE PROPOSED DESIGNATION TO THE CITY'S COMPREHENSIVE PLAN. 
The future land use of the property is identified as Urban Neighborhood in the Minneapolis Plan for 
Sustainable Growth. The property is located one block west of a designated Community Corridor, 
Chicago Avenue. A Neighborhood Commercial Node exists around the intersection of the East 48th 
Street and Chicago Avenue. The designation of the Arthur and Edith Lee House will implement the 
following policies of the comprehensive plan: 

Heritage Preservation Policy 8.1: Preserve, maintain, and designate districts, landmarks, and historic 
resources which serve as reminders of the city's architecture, history, and culture. 

8.1.1  Protect historic resources from modifications that are not sensitive to their historic 
significance. 

8.1.4  Designate resources recommended for designation from historic surveys and listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places which have no local protection. 

The Arthur and Edith Lee House was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 2014. However, 
without local designation, the property would not be formally protected from modification or 
demolition. This property has been recommended for further study and designation by past historic 
surveys. The designation of this property protects a historic resource which is highly significant to the 
history of Minneapolis.  

THE EFFECT OF THE PROPOSED DESIGNATION ON THE SURROUNDING AREA. The designation of 
the Arthur and Edith Lee House is not anticipated to impact the surrounding area. The property’s 
designation may bring more attention to the events of 1931 that occurred at the home. 

THE CONSISTENCY OF THE PROPOSED DESIGNATION WITH APPLICABLE DEVELOPMENT PLANS 
OR DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL. No specific small area plans or 
other applicable development objectives have been adopted by the city council for this area.  

National Register Status 

In 2014, the property was listed in the National Register of Historic Places for its association with events 
that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history, or Criterion A. The 
property was identified to be significant at the state level in the areas of ethnic heritage/ black and 
social history. 

State Designation 

The subject property has not been named a Minnesota State Historic Place, Historic Site, or Historic 
District. 

Period of Significance 

The period of significance for the Arthur and Edith Lee House is 1923-1933, from when the house was 
constructed until the Lee Family moved out of the home. This incorporates the key date of 1931 when 
the Lee Family moved into the home and the series of riots that occurred. 
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PART 4:  REGISTRATION AND CLASSIFICATION INFORMATION 

NAME OF PROPERTY 

LOCATION OF PROPERTY 

OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTY 

CLASSIFICATION 

Historic Name Arthur and Edith Lee House 

Current Name Lindstrom Residence    

Other Names Used None    

Street and Number 4600 Columbus Avenue South 

Is building located on its original site? Yes  

Date if moved N/A 

Owner’s Name Kathleen McClure 

Owner’s Address P.O. Box 10 

Mound, MN 55364 

Ownership of Property Private 

Category of property Building 

 

Number of contributing resources within 
property 

Buildings: 1 (House) 

Structures: 0 

Sites: 0 

Objects:   0 

Number of non-contributing resources within 
property 

Buildings: 1 (Garage) 

Structures: 0 

Sites: 0 

Objects: 0 

Listed in the National Register of Historic Places?  Yes 

Date of NRHP listing 2014 
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USE AND FUNCTION 

DESCRIPTION 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Historic Use  Residence 

Current Use Residence 

Architectural classification/style Vernacular 

Materials 

Foundation 

Roof  

Windows 

Steel siding 

Concrete 

Asphalt 

Vinyl replacements 

Applicable local designation criteria Criterion #1: The property is associated with 
significant events or with periods that exemplify 
broad patterns of cultural, political, economic, or 
social history. 

Related local context  

 

Residential Development: South Minneapolis, 
Growth and Renewal 1920-1960 

Significant dates 

 

1923: Home constructed 

1927: Eugene Field Neighborhood Association 
restricts sale of homes to Caucasians only  

June 1931: Lee Family moves into house  

July 1931: Riots occur 

1933: Lee Family moves out of house 

Period of significance  1923 - 1933 

Cultural affiliation Not applicable 

Names of master builders, engineers, designers, 
artists, craftsmen, and/or architects 

Not applicable 

Size of parcel 6,435 square feet 

PIN number 1402824220180 

Legal Description Lots 1 & 2, Block 2, Vinton Heights Addition to 
Minneapolis. 
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PART 5:  PHOTOGRAPHS, DRAWINGS, AND OTHER DOCUMENTS 

For additional photos and documents, please see the National Register of Historic Places Registration 
Form Photographs section (pages 31-57) in Appendix A. 

 

F I GURE  1 .  LEE  HO ME SPL ATTERED WITH BL ACK  P AI NT ,  SOU RCE :  NATIO NAL  REG ISTER O F H ISTOR IC  
PLACE S RE GI STRAT ION FO RM,  P AGE  37 .  C ITE D FROM  “CROW D O F 3 ,00 0  RE NEW S ATTACK O N NE G RO'S  

HOME,"  MI NNE APOLI S  T R I BUNE,  JULY  16,1 93 1 .  

  



 

9 
 

 

F I GURE 2 .  MI NNEAPOLI S  M OB ASSEMBLE D OUT S I DE  T HE  LEE  HOU SE,  S OUR CE:  NATIO NAL  REGI STER O F 
HISTORI C  PL ACE S RE GI STR ATIO N FORM,  PAGE 38.  C I TED FRO M H ALL ,  CH ATWO OD.  " A R OM AN HOLID AY  

IN MI NNE APOLI S. "  CR I S I S  ( OCTOBER 19 31) :  3 38.  
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HERITAGE PRESERVATION APPLICATION SUMMARY 

Property Location: 4600 Columbus Avenue South 

Project Name:  Arthur and Edith Lee House Nomination 

Prepared By: Lisa Steiner, Senior City Planner, (612) 673-3950 

Applicant: Council Member Elizabeth Glidden 

Project Contact:  Lisa Steiner 

Ward: 8 

Neighborhood: Field; adjacent to Regina 

Request:  Nomination for designation as a historic landmark 

HISTORIC PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Current Name Lindstrom Residence 

Historic Name Arthur and Edith Lee House 

Historic Address 4600 Columbus Avenue South 

Original 
Construction Date 

1923 

Original Owner J.L. Rose 

Original Architect N/A 

Original Builder J.A. Heinsch 

Historic Use Residence 

Current Use Residence 

Proposed Use No change 

Other Historical 
Designations 

National Register of Historic Places – Listed 2014 
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SUMMARY 

BACKGROUND. Council Member Elizabeth Glidden (Ward 8) has submitted a nomination to 

designate 4600 Columbus Avenue South, the Arthur and Edith Lee House, as a historic landmark. CPED 

has received the nomination and is bringing it forward for the Heritage Preservation Commission’s 

consideration. In 2014, the property was listed in the National Register of Historic Places for its 

association with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history. 

The property was identified to be significant at the state level. 

The subject property is located at the southwest corner of the intersection of Columbus Avenue South 

and East 46th Street. The property includes a one-story single-family home that was constructed in 1923 

and a single-car garage that was built in 1950. The single-story Craftsman home is currently clad in 

horizontal metal siding and has an original modest Classical Revival front entry. While some alterations 

have occurred to the home since its construction, these are limited to window replacement, new siding 

covering the original clapboard siding, and the construction of a wheelchair-accessible ramp. A plaque 

memorializing the 1931 protests is located at the northeast corner of the lot. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS. Staff has not received any comments at the time of the publication of this 

staff report. Any correspondence received prior to the public meeting will be forwarded on to the 

Heritage Preservation Commission for consideration.  

ANALYSIS 

CONSIDERATION FOR NOMINATION 

Per section 599.230 of the Heritage Preservation Regulations, the Heritage Preservation Commission 

shall review all complete nomination applications. If the Heritage Preservation Commission determines 

that a nominated property appears to meet at least one of the criteria for designation contained in 

section 599.210 the commission may institute interim protection and direct the planning director to 

prepare or cause to be prepared a designation study of the property. 

Significance 

The nominated property appears to meet at least one of the seven criteria for designation contained in 

section 599.210: 

1. The property is associated with significant events or with periods that exemplify broad patterns of cultural, 

political, economic or social history. 

The home at 4600 Columbus Avenue South was constructed in 19231. In the summer of 1931, 

Arthur and Edith Lee, an African-American couple purchased the home. Subsequently, a series of 

racially-motivated and threatening riots occurred in an attempt to intimidate the couple to move out 

of their newly purchased home. The riots escalated to the point of 4,000 rioters gathering outside 

the house on July 16, 1931.2 The Lees refused to move, with Arthur Lee stating in a Minneapolis 

                                                

1 City of Minneapolis Building Permit #B171467, 4600 Columbus Ave, 1923. 
2 Laurel Fritz and Greg Donofrio, “Arthur and Edith Lee House,” National Register of Historic Places Registration 

Form, May 2014, http://www.nps.gov/nr/feature/places/pdfs/14000391.pdf, section 8 page 11.  

https://www.municode.com/library/mn/minneapolis/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=MICOOR_TIT23HEPR_CH599HEPRRE_ARTVDE_599.230CODENO
https://www.municode.com/library/mn/minneapolis/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=MICOOR_TIT23HEPR_CH599HEPRRE_ARTVDE_599.210DECR
https://www.municode.com/library/mn/minneapolis/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=MICOOR_TIT23HEPR_CH599HEPRRE_ARTVDE_599.210DECR
http://www.nps.gov/nr/feature/places/pdfs/14000391.pdf
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Tribune interview, “I came out here to make this house my home. I have a right to establish a 

home.”3  

Despite the riots, the Lee family continued to live in the house until 1933. The highly publicized 

protests at the Arthur and Edith Lee House have been identified as some of the largest racially-

motivated demonstrations in Minnesota history.4 

The Arthur and Edith Lee House at 4600 Columbus Avenue South is associated with the significant 

events of these 1931 riots, as well as with broad patterns of social history, particularly in regard to 

African-American history in Minneapolis, race relations, and historical trends of housing 

discrimination. 

The subject property may also be eligible for designation as a landmark under the other six 

designation criteria. Such an analysis would be conducted as part of a designation study. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Department of Community Planning and Economic Development recommends that the Heritage 

Preservation Commission adopt staff findings for the nomination by Council Member Elizabeth Glidden 
for the property at 4600 Columbus Avenue South for designation as a landmark: 

A. Nomination for Designation as a Landmark. 

Recommended motion: Approve the nomination of 4600 Columbus Avenue South as a 

landmark; establish interim protection; and direct the Planning Director to prepare or cause 

to be prepared a designation study. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Nomination 

 

                                                

3 “Home Stoned in Race Row: Sale of House to Negro Stirs Neighborhood,” Minneapolis Tribune, July 15, 1931, 

quoted in Laurel Fritz and Greg Donofrio, “Arthur and Edith Lee House,” National Register of Historic Places 

Registration Form, May 2014, http://www.nps.gov/nr/feature/places/pdfs/14000391.pdf, section 8 page 13-14.  
4 National Park Service, “Lee, Arthur and Edith, House,” National Register of Historic Places Program, 

http://www.nps.gov/nr/feature/places/14000391.htm.  

http://www.nps.gov/nr/feature/places/pdfs/14000391.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/nr/feature/places/14000391.htm
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NAME OF APPLICANT
Council Member Elizabeth Glidden

4600 Columbus Avenue South
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PROPERTY ADDRESS
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STATEMENT DESCRIBING THE APPLICANT’S RELATIONSHIP TO THE PROPERTY TO BE 
DESIGNATED. THIS STATEMENT SHOULD INDICATE THE APPLICANT’S INTEREST IN OR 
ASSOCIATION WITH THIS PROPERTY. 

This property is located within Ward 8. The applicant is the representative for that ward, Council Member 

Elizabeth Glidden. 

STATEMENT DESCRIBING HOW THE PROPERTY MEETS AT LEAST ONE OF THE CRITERIA 
FOR DESIGNATION AS A LANDMARK OR HISTORIC DISTRICT CONTAINED IN SECTION 
599.210 OF THE HERITAGE PRESERVATION REGULATIONS. 

The Arthur and Edith Lee House was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 2014 for its association with 

events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history. The property was identified 

to be significant at the state level. 

At a minimum, the property appears to meet at least one of the local criteria for designation, namely for its 

association with significant events or with periods that exemplify broad pattern of cultural, political, or economic 

history (Criterion #1). The property was the site of threatening riots that took place in the summer of 1931. Arthur 

and Edith Lee, an African-American couple, purchased the home at 4600 Columbus Avenue South in June 1931, 

which incited a series of menacing protests that attempted to intimidate the couple to move out of their newly 

purchased home. The riots escalated until ultimately a mob of 4,000 people gathered on July 16, 1931. The Lees 

refused to leave their home and continued to live there until 1933. The site is significant within the context of 

social history, African-American history in Minneapolis, race relations, and historical trends of housing 

discrimination. The site is also significant due to the involvement of Lena Olive Smith, a lawyer and President of 

NAACP. 

STATEMENT DESCRIBING THE PHYSICAL CONDITION OF THE PROPERTY AND WHETHER 
THE PROPERTY RETAINS INTEGRITY (I.E. THE ABILITY TO COMMUNICATE ITS HISTORICAL 
SIGNIFICANCE AS EVIDENT IN ITS LOCATION, DESIGN, SETTING, MATERIALS, 
WORKMANSHIP, FEELING AND ASSOCIATION). 

The subject property is located at the southwest corner of the intersection of Columbus Avenue South and 46
th

 

Street East. The property includes a one-story single-family home that was constructed in 1923 and a single-car 

garage that was built in 1950. The single-story Craftsman home is currently clad in horizontal metal siding and has 

an original modest Classical Revival front entry. While some alterations have occurred to the home since its 

construction, these are limited to window replacement, new siding covering the original clapboard siding, and the 

construction of a wheelchair-accessible ramp. These changes are reversible and the property is in good to excellent 

physical condition. A plaque memorializing the 1931 protests is located at the northwest corner of the lot. The 

property appears to retain integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. 



West Elevation North Elevation

East Elevation

South Elevation

Exterior Photos - 4600 Columbus Avenue South
Photos from National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (2014)



Garage - built 1950 Plaque commemorating events of 1931
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MINNEAPOLIS HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING ACTIONS: TUESDAY, JANUARY 05, 2016 

4:30 p.m. | City Hall, Room 317 | 350 South 5th Street | Minneapolis, MN 55415 

Committee Clerk 

Fatimat Porter – 612.673.3153 

Commissioners 

Laura Faucher, Chair  |  Paul Bengtson  |  Chris Hartnett  |  Susan Hunter Weir 

Ginny Lackovic  |  Linda Mack  |  Dan Olson  |  Ian Stade  |  Constance Vork 

CALL TO ORDER 

APPROVAL OF ACTIONS FROM THE DECEMBER 15, 2015 MEETING 

The Heritage Preservation Commission approved the actions from the December 15, 2015 meeting. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

ACTION ITEM 

1. Arthur and Edith Lee House, Ward 8 

Staff report by Lisa Steiner, BZH 28977 

The Department of Community Planning and Economic Development recommends that the Heritage 

Preservation Commission adopt staff findings for the nomination by Council Member Elizabeth Glidden for 
the property at 4600 Columbus Avenue South for designation as a landmark: 

A. Nomination for Designation as a Landmark. 

Action: The Heritage Preservation Commission approved the nomination of 4600 Columbus Avenue 

as a landmark; established interim protection; and directed the Planning Director to prepare or 

cause to be prepared a designation study. 

Absent: Lackovic 

Aye: Bengtson, Faucher, Hartnett, Hunter Weir, Mack, Olson, Stade, Vork 

Motion passed 

 

mailto:fatimat.porter@minneapolismn.gov
mailto:lisa.steiner@minneapolismn.gov


 

 
 

A P P END IX  E :  L ETT ER  TO S H P O  

  





 

 
 

A P P END IX  F :  L ETTE R  F ROM  S H P O  

  





 

 
 

A P P END IX  G:   ME MO RA ND UM T O C ITY  
P L A NNING C OMMIS S I ON  

  



 

 

Department of Community Planning & Economic Development 

250 South 4th Street, Room 300 

Minneapolis, MN 55415-1385 

1 

 

  

 

M E M O R A N D U M  

TO:  City Planning Commission, Committee of the Whole 

FROM: Lisa Steiner, Senior City Planner, (612) 673-3950 

DATE: June 30, 2016 

SUBJECT: Review and Comment on the Arthur and Edith Lee House Designation Study – 

4600 Columbus Avenue South 

 

DESIGNATION STUDY REVIEW AND COMMENT 

Chapter 599 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances outlines the review process for designation studies. 

The City is required to submit the designation study to the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) 

and the City Planning Commission (CPC) for review and comment. A copy of the draft designation 

study has been submitted to the Minnesota SHPO and comments are expected to be received prior to 

the Committee of the Whole meeting. Enclosed is a copy of the draft designation study for your review 

and comment.  

Section 599.260 of the Heritage Preservation Regulations requires the planning director to submit all 

proposed designations to the City Planning Commission for review and comment on the proposal 

within thirty (30) days. In its review, the City Planning Commission shall consider but not be limited to 

the following factors: 

(1) The relationship of the proposed designation to the city's comprehensive plan. 

(2) The effect of the proposed designation on the surrounding area. 

(3) The consistency of the proposed designation with applicable development plans or development 

objectives adopted by the city council. 

The following addresses the proposed designation using those three factors: 

1.  The relationship of the proposed designation to the city's comprehensive plan. 

The future land use of the property is identified as Urban Neighborhood in the Minneapolis Plan for 

Sustainable Growth. The property is one block west of a designated Community Corridor, Chicago 

Avenue. A Neighborhood Commercial Node exists around the intersection of the East 48th Street and 

Chicago Avenue. The designation of the Arthur and Edith Lee House will implement the following 

policies of the comprehensive plan: 

mailto:lisa.steiner@minneapolismn.gov
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Heritage Preservation Policy 8.1: Preserve, maintain, and designate districts, 

landmarks, and historic resources which serve as reminders of the city's architecture, 

history, and culture. 

8.1.1  Protect historic resources from modifications that are not sensitive to their historic 

significance. 

8.1.4  Designate resources recommended for designation from historic surveys and listed on 

the National Register of Historic Places which have no local protection. 

2.  The effect of the proposed designation on the surrounding area. 

The designation of the Arthur and Edith Lee House is not anticipated to impact the surrounding area. 

The property’s designation may bring more attention to the events of 1931 that occurred at the home. 

3. The consistency of the proposed designation with applicable development plans or 

development objectives adopted by the City Council. 

No specific small area plans or other applicable development objectives have been adopted by the City 

Council for this area. 
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