Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting

Wednesday, January 7, 2015
Present: Philip Ailiff, Emily Antin, Neal Baxter, Shaina Brassard, Scott Engel, Dan Herber,  Michael Jischke, Bob Loken, Jason Lord, Kathleen Mayell, Don Ostrom, Joe Pallansch, Julia Tabbut; Mackenzie Turner, Sarah Stewart, Mike Mechtenberg, Gina Mitteco, Kelley Yemen, Joe Bernard; guest: Linnea Palmisano, 13th Ward Council Member

Chairman Mayell called the meeting to order at 4:02 PM, and asked all present to introduce themselves.

Approval of Meeting Minutes
Scott moved to approve; Joe P. seconded. Approved.

Announcements
Mike M.: MTC has added “enunciators” to call the stops automatically on route 6. We're upgrading and expanding the announcements, and more routes will have this.

Don: Will the bus stop signs be improved in the near future?

Mike: MTC will roll out new signs in the North Metro this year.

Programs & Policies Subcommittee—Scott Engel
The committee didn't meet in December. Ben Shardlow of the Downtown Improvement District will speak at our next meeting. Also, we want to revive Walk Week, and Nick Ray Olson, who organized Bike Week 2013, will address how to plan a separate Walk Week. 

The Facebook page is coming along, and we hope it will engage non-PAC members. Mike Mechtenberg is working on this.

Don Ostrom worked hard on the Annual Report, and PAC will present this to the Council's Transportation Committee in January or February.

Mackenzie: we'll find a good date, either Jan. 20 or Feb. 3. The Committee meets on Tuesdays at 9:30 AM.

Mike: I'll start the Facebook page up, and send invitations.

Emily: The page will need a disclaimer, that it's not an official City Facebook page.

Monthly Agency Feature—Joe Bernard, CPED
Joe works in CPED's Long-Range Planning wing. All federal housing money comes through CPED. Other CPED divisions include: Housing  Development, Business Assistance and Development Services (with review and oversight of developments, and home base of city inspectors).

Why long-range planning? We're told the City is growing, and the State requires a comprehensive plan to accommodate growth. Every 10 years CPED draws up a new plan.

An example: we had an $87,000 budget to develop a plan for the Midtown Greenway. Then we planned the end result, changed the zoning, planned where public art should go, and drew up plans for transit improvements (in case of need).

Joe P.: what's CPED's major focus?

Joe B.: we're done planning this round. We need to re-assess the old plan and put together a new one. We're told that in 30 years, 100,000 more people will live here, and 100,000 more jobs will be available, too.

Shannon: We bring in neighbors for community engagement, but give them little information to evaluate what they hear. 

Joe: CPED feels frustrated, too. We have the education & experience, but the public has unformed local desires. We hope that the Open Data site will give citizens more useful information.

Shannon: hard date on bike lanes vs. safety vs. parking; that's another example of info the public needs in order to weigh in.

Scott: Mpls is less walkable that NYC, San Francisco and other cities.

Joe: we're not New York. Land is cheap, so cars will always be a factor here. The skyway system needs to ban retail, so Nicollet has the shops and the pedestrian traffic. 

Scott: the Pedestrian Master Plan needs a planning component.

Joe: our projects don't match what Public Works has been told to focus on. An Access Mpls update would trigger a Ped & Bike Plan update.

Don: is the Pedestrian Plan part of a Comprehensive Plan?

Joe: Yes, it's tied to Access Mpls. We'll look at pedestrian issues in the update.

Infrastructure & Engineering Subcommittee—Michael Jischke
The committee was pleased with the plan we saw for the Hennepin-Lyndale bottleneck. 

The plan for 54th Street West includes closing parking on one side of the street, a shared bike/vehicle lane and no change to sidewalks.

7th Street downtown: plans for arterial rapid transit and the hotel's valet service compete for sidewalk space. A curb extension will add 6 feet to the walk here (total of 21 feet).

7th Street Resolution

Background:

The 7th Street Downtown Sidewalk Reconstruction Project encompasses several blocks between Nicollet Avenue and Hennepin Avenue. It is a heavily used sidewalk and a busy transit boarding area where several different routes are often stopping simultaneously. The proposed design is intended to accommodate valet service for an adjacent business and also install updated transit boarding areas that will be part of future Arterial BRT service. In addition, it will tie into the future Nicollet Mall Reconstruction.

Recommendation of the PAC:

The PAC is pleased that the design presented at the December PAC Infrastructure and Engineering Committee includes proposed sidewalk widths equal to or greater than the existing walk width. As the design is finalized, layout of the transit shelters and other street furnishings needs to consider both transit patrons and pedestrians passing through the area. Ideally to minimize potential sidewalk congestion, the transit shelter/waiting areas should be placed in the curb bumpout areas, creating a clear pathway for pedestrians at the back of the walkway area along the building frontages. The clear path should be a minimum of 6' wide without obstructions. Additionally, the clear path should be a maintained at all times when the valet service is operational.

Neal moved to approve, Bob seconded. Approved.

Penn Avenue Resolution
Background: Hennepin County is leading a comprehensive “Community Works” effort to revitalize the Penn Avenue N. corridor. 

Recommendation of the PAC:
The Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee (PAC) recommends the following regarding the proposed layout for Penn Avenue N. Choosing between options 1A, 2A and the Hybrid Version, we support option 1A, which will provide the best pedestrian experience and safety. Additionally, we request that you consider the following points, which are necessary to ensure the corridor functions well for pedestrians and transit- not just for motorists. This is especially true considering the significant investment that is planned for the Penn Avenue Bus Rapid Transit in the next few years. 

· Consider removing parking from one side of Penn Avenue along the entire route in order to provide space for other priorities along the corridor.

· Maximize the sidewalk widths along the corridor ensuring at least a 6’ clear path and 6’ buffer meeting the minimum requirements of 12’-15’ pedestrian zones as described in the Minneapolis Sidewalk Design Guidelines.

· Minimize the width of automobile travel lanes to calm traffic and dedicate the captured space to other priorities.

· Construct grassy boulevards to allow for planting of trees, provide space for snow storage, and create a buffer from traffic.

· Utilize the public right of way behind the sidewalk, when possible, to ensure adequate pedestrian space.

· Fill gaps in the sidewalk network including along the cemetery near Dowling Avenue.

· Reconfigure the intersection with W. Broadway Avenue, which is currently dangerous and uncomfortable for walkers. 

 Approved, with Michael Jischke abstaining.

Activity Updates
CIP Evaluation activity meeting—Neal Baxter


A group from Public Works, plus a BAC member and others, evaluated which Public Works projects to include in 
the list the CLIC committee judges in the spring. PAC had never taken part in choosing these projects before.

Downtown Public Realm Framework meeting—Bob Loken


We broke up into small groups this time. Focused on barriers, created maps, etc.

PAC Engagement: Next Steps—Julia Tabbut


Send Julia a note with ideas about who else to reach out to.

PAC Website—Mackenzie Turner Bargen


I replaced broken links, made the site easier to navigate, and including new material is easy now. Approved 
Resolutions section is nearly finished.

Kathleen: will the resolutions be searchable, with a list of resolutions linked on a different page? Can we include the annual 
reports, too? 

Mackenzie: shall I cite the area each PAC member hails from and works in, to facilitate public contact?

PAC: Yes! Good idea.

No news about a replacement Bike & Ped Coordinator.

Scott asked about information about parklets. MTB allowed that the manual on them should be available shortly.

Adjourned at 5:47 PM.

