


Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting





Wednesday, April 1, 2015
Present: Philip Ailiff, Emily Antin, Neal Baxter, Trevor Born, Scott Engel, Donna Hemp, Dan Herber,  Bob Loken, Jason Lord, Kathleen Mayell, Julia Tabbut; Matthew Dyrdahl, Mackenzie Turner, Sarah Stewart, Gina Mitteco, Mike Mechtenberg, Heidi Schallberg, Kelley Yemen; guests Amber Dallman, Jasna Hadzic, Chris Kartheiser, Jon Wertjes

Chairman Kathleen called the meeting to order at 4:03 PM, and asked all present to introduce themselves.

Agency Updates
Mike M.: Metro Transit is considering a pilot project on 2 routes to test reducing stops. A resolution of support for this trial would be helpful.

Approval of March Minutes—Neal Baxter
Phil moved to approve, Trevor seconded. Approved.

Update on the T & PW Meeting—Neal Baxter
Our presentation went over well. Matthew spoke first, then Julia and Scott. The Bike Committee followed. We intended to present a joint BAC-PAC presentation, but time was wanting, and the 2 committees presented separately.

State Pedestrian Plan Discussion—Jasna Hadzic (MNDOT), Amber Dallman & Chris Kartheiser (MN Health Dept.)
Why have a state plan? Minnesota has a 50-year vision to coordinate all modes of transportation. 

Our vision for the Plan: maximizing health, more viable transportation modes, quality of life, spending guidance

Smaller towns will, we hope, look to MNDOT's plan for efficient allocation. ADA compliance should improve. 

Why is the Health Dept. involved? Walking is a local issue, but the Dept. bridges local interests and state concerns. We can focus on which jurisdictions need to work on what areas.

The 4 areas of focus: walking is important; it should be easier; it's harder for some people than others; and how do we stay on track and even improve.

Easier: emphasis on cars has made walking unsafe in many places. Building liveable communities would change habits, too.

Harder: for social & economic reasons, and the population is aging. Rural and Indian populations find walking harder.

On track: Complete Streets & Main Streets plans help. Tourism & Safety Departments can help, plus regional development boards.

We plan to go county fairs and other places where people gather, to hear new voices and ideas. The next step is to develop a community engagement plan. 

Kathleen: What's your time frame?

Amber: Starting in mid-April, a meeting every 4-6 weeks until mid-October. In total, 8 meetings in St. Paul. 

Scott: Our facebook page is a good place for you to post news and raise awareness. Also, MnDoT focuses on cars.

Jasna: Indeed, and we want to raise walking to a Department priority.

Jason: Will road designs & guidelines change?

Amber: Perhaps. And we hope all stakeholders will change their priorities.

Bob: Even mentioning the economic benefits is heartening.

East Downtown Pedestrian Realm Augmentation Study—Jon Wertjes
Jon came to show the PAC what he called a “1st stage document”, describing the 12-block area as it is and possible changes.

The area included in the Pedestrian Realm covers Washington Ave. to 6th St., 5th Ave. to Chicago. 

Kathleen: Feedback will be effective at what time?

Jon: Along the way.

Kelly: What do you want PAC to comment on?

Jon: This presents the concepts. The next document presents vision.

Kathleen: Is PAC's May meeting too late to bring suggestions forward?

Jon: I'm not sure; that depends on the City Council's schedule.

Infrastructure & Engineering Subcommittee—Julia Tabbut
At our last session, the West Lake project people came by for PAC's suggestions, esp. for ideas about the light rail stop. 

We looked at the Nicollet Ave. street car, which may be operational in 2020, between Lake Street and 7th & Central Avenue. We focused on where to put the station platforms, and on the design of the jog from Nicollet to Hennepin at 3rd Street.

We also heard about the new street lighting policy, which focuses on pedestrian priority corridors. Lighting will be improved by switching to LEDs, and thanks to prompter upgrades.

MTB: developers are now required to provide better pedestrian-scale lighting.

Programs & Policies Subcommittee—Scott Engel
Ginny Herman of the Bike Coalition spoke. For 2015, 8 Open Streets events are planned. She'd like a PAC presence at each. Forrest Hardy spoke about Safe Routes to School. We looked at sidewalk gaps on Google Maps. We'll choose 15 gaps to present to Public Works. We also discussed snow clearance, sidewalk upkeep and cafes and encroachments.

We decided that Walk Week will take place in the 1st week of October, along with International Walk to School Week. The Health Dept., CPED, Downtown Council, Mpls Schools and Hennepin County are interested in participating.

Administrative & Activity Updates
Bob Loken had nothing new to report about the Downtown Public Realm meetings.

Still preparing the PAC Strategic Planning Kickoff in May. The BAC's Sierra will help with this.

If your term on the PAC is winding down, please re-apply if you seek another term. We'll use the Facebook page to help fill vacancies.

Scott: please post more often on the Facebook page.

Kathleen: and think about running for an executive position in July.

Matthew: on April 21, from 4-6 PM, the West Lake Street people will host a walk around the area, and want PAC to send a representative. Michael Jischke is the obvious choice.

Chris Lang, a resident of North Loop, came to alert PAC to the need for traffic control at 8th & Washington North. The corner draws a large crowd, and the North Washington plan has problems. The closest crosswalk is distant 2 blocks, the current design uses the left-turn lane as a pedestrian refuge, valet parking is neglected and more cars are anticipated. 

Donna: Is the plan ADA compliant? Let's look into that.

Jason: You need ped counts? How about a camera for greater accuracy?

MTB: the City will paint the stripes in 2015.

Bob: contact Dave Frank, who would be a very powerful advocate.

Donna: contact the Press!

Sara: Public Health Week comes next week. And on April 8 at 6 PM a community walk will tour the Mill Ruins.

Bob moved to adjourn; Neal seconded. Approved, and adjourned at 5:54 PM.

