


Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting





Wednesday, June 3, 2015
Present: Philip Ailiff, Neal Baxter, Shaina Brassard, Scott Engel, Donna Hemp, Dan Herber,  Michael Jischke, Jason Lord, Kathleen Mayell, Don Ostrom, Julia Tabbut; Matthew Dyrdahl, Mackenzie Turner, Sarah Stewart, Gina Mitteco, Joe Bernard, Kelley Yemen, Heidi Schallberg; guest: Flo Castner

Welcome and Approval of Meeting Minutes
Chairman Mayell called the meeting to order at 4:02 PM, and asked all present to introduce themselves.

Don moved to approve the minutes for the May meeting; Shaina seconded. Approved.

Programs & Policies Subcommittee—Scott Engel
The committee met on May 15 to plan October's Walk Week. Our next planning session will be held on June 19, at 9 AM, in room 212 of City Hall. 

Matthew is preparing a draft plan for Winter Maintenance & Snow Clearance.

Don, Neal, Tony Hull and Teresa Nelson joined Scott to discuss how to build the Mpls Ped Alliance from a Facebook page into a pedestrian advocacy group. On June 25, at 6:30 PM at the Republic bar, Cam Gordon will attend a public session to sound interest in forming a group with more muscle.

The Mayors' Challenge group met to discuss how much the City has improved the safety of City streets. Much more work needs done, the group decided.

The June 3 meeting about Open Streets reviewed the progress made since Dec. 2013, and discussed expectations for the policy. Three more meetings are scheduled.

PAC should host a table along Lyndale on June 7's Open Streets event. After some discussion, Julia and Scott agreed to set up a table near 29th & Lyndale, Kathleen to arrive later. They'll sound passersby for ideas.

Infrastructure & Engineering Subcommittee—Michael Jischke
We discussed several projects at our last meeting. The 29th Street project has shrunk from 6 blocks to 2 (Bryant-Lyndale). Construction to begin in 2016, with a $750,000 budget.

Resolution
Background: Minneapolis Public Works is planning to reconstruct West 29th Street between Lyndale and Bryant Avenues into a shared street.

Recommendation of the PAC:

The Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee (PAC) is pleased that the City is planning a shared street concept with priority for pedestrians for West 29th Street. We recommend the following to ensure a truly walkable design:

Reduce the 22' roadway to less than 16' making it clear to motorists that the space is too narrow to facilitate fast-moving through traffic.

Utilize traffic-calming techniques like speed bumps, speed tables, bump-outs and chicaning to ensure that motorists using the street do not exceed 10 mph.

Clearly delineate pedestrian space for visually impaired people using textured concrete, truncated domes, landscaping or other tactile materials.

Add seating along the route to encourage pedestrians to use the space.

Ensure that driveway and parking ramp access is not allowed of of 29th Street in future development. Approved as amended.
The proposed pedestrian bridge over the LRT tracks at 4th & Chicago was discussed. This 30'-wide footbridge, complete with elevator, will allow LRT trains to progress w/o crowds surging across the tracks toward the stadium. As the Vikings refuse to pay for this, MetroTransit will foot the bill. Final bids are due by the end of June.

Jason: The separate, last minute insertion of this plan in a big hurry is a major problem.

Shaina: It's insulting to limit PAC to hearing this at an information session, with no input.

Scott: Agreed, our advice was neither asked nor wanted.

The Capital Improvements list came up, too. Members were frustrated that few of our priorities are on the current CIP list. PAC wants to get in early for next year's CLIC list, and a fully engaged City Council staff member would help. The next list is started in the fall.
Announcements
Shaina: I'm meeting with Ethan Frawley and others on June 23 at the downtown library. We will share ideas for making the City's Complete Streets policy excellent. 

Julia: The Downtown Public Realm group has a survey we should all take. Find it at: http://bit.ly/pathwaystoplaces 

MTB: Many thanks to all PAC members whose terms are ending this month!
Strategic Planning—Matthew Dyrdahl
We'll reflect on where the PAC is now; in July we'll assess our competitive edge.

Discussion ensued, and the following ideas came forward:

PAC Strengths




Opportunites


Threats
Quality & competence of members


Tracking resolutions

Burnout

Consensus is the norm



Earlier PAC input

Comparisons with BAC

Local expertise




Engaging more City staff

Ped advocacy is very nuanced







Agency updates



PAC Weaknesses



Agency voting?

Many absentee agency reps


Vision for the future

Inconsistent attendance by voting members

Engaging more citizens

Membership diversity



Educating the public

Strategic direction



Changing land use

Lack of focus OR lack of a ped. advocacy group
Teaming with the other ACs (Disability, Aging, et al.)
