


Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting





Wednesday, August 5, 2015
Present: Philip Ailiff, Greta Alquist, Emily Antin, Neal Baxter, Shaina Brassard, Alex Cecchini, Julie Curran, Donna Hemp, Dan Herber,  Bob Loken, Tamir Ali Mohamud, Don Ostrom, Julia Tabbut; Matthew Dyrdahl, Mackenzie Turner, Sarah Stewart, Gina Mitteco, Heidi Schallberg, Joe Bernard, Julie Danzl, Kelley Yemen, Nick Olson

Welcome and Approval of Meeting Minutes
Chairman Alquist called the meeting to order at 4:02 PM.

Dan moved to approve the minutes for the July meeting; Shaina seconded. Approved.

Introductions
Greta invited everyone to introduce themselves.
Non-Voting Agency Member Discussion
Circumstances having arisen which require appointment of a new City Council representative, Neal read the following resolution:
Whereas the Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee benefits from the advice and expertise of its agency members; and

Whereas the PAC's City Council representative has often played an especially useful role in making the PAC an effective advocate for pedestrians; and

Whereas the PAC believes that Ben Somogyi, aide to Council Member Lisa Bender, has demonstrated a commitment to pedestrian concerns and would greatly aid the PAC's mission;

Therefore, the Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee requests that Ben Somogyi represent the City Council on the PAC.

The PAC also thanks Shannon McDonough for his service as City Council representative. 

Julia seconded. Approved.
Infrastructure & Engineering Subcommittee—Bob Loken
At our last meeting, we discussed at some length the role and scope of the committee. We also discussed asking PAC members to attend at least one subcommittee, and drafting an attendance policy.

Simon Blenski presented the plan for building a bike and pedestrian route along Broadway, from Stinson Blvd. east. From the discussion of this temporary improvement came the following resolution, which Bob read:
To: 
Minneapolis City Council and Public Works Staff

From: 
Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee

Re: 
Resolution regarding Broadway St. NE
Date: 
DRAFT August 5, 2015

Background: 
Minneapolis Public Works is planning an interim facility for bikes and pedestrians along Broadway St. NE between Stinson Blvd. & Industrial Blvd where no sidewalks currently exist. The shared facility will be located on the south side of the street. A full reconstruction of the corridor is planned for 2018/2019.

Recommendation of the PAC:
The Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee (PAC) is pleased to support the interim bike and pedestrian facility planned for Broadway St. NE, a street that currently lacks any sidewalks.  Specifically, we applaud the four to three-lane conversion, the use of “zebra” crosswalks and tactical treatments at pedestrian crossings, and the creation of a buffer between the facility and auto traffic.

Also, the PAC requests to be engaged soon regarding the planned reconstruction of the corridor in order to provide meaningful input into the project’s design.

Seconded by Tamir. Approved.

Programs & Policies Subcommittee—Alex Cecchini
The committee discussed what makes a city walkable, and what policies can affect pedestrianism.The committee also talked about the role of each subcommittee, and how to craft and target resolutions from each. Next, Matthew opened the 10-month winter walking & biking study, with a look at what PAC wants to learn and how we'll know we've learned it. A discussion of Complete Streets concluded the meeting.

Update on Statewide Pedestrian Plan—Greta Alquist
Emily, Heidi and Mike are on this committee. The plan is a joint effort of the Minnesota Dept. of Transportation and the State Health Department. The emphasis is on the health and transportation aspects of walking, and how state programs can make walking more safer, convenient and desirable. More about this at the next meeting of the PAC.

Strategic Planning—Greta Alquist & Matthew Dyrdahl
The PAC will focus on choosing priorities and how to implement them at the September meeting, and wrap up strategic planning in October. At this meeting, Matthew asked each member to imagine 2040, when Minneapolis is acclaimed the world's most walkable city. How will the city change? We posted all our ideas on the wall, and they fell into the following categories:

Infrastructure improvements/connectivity


Density, economic planning, more business nodes

Child safety & walking




Health impacts of walking, zero ped. deaths

Snow removal & sidewalk maintenance


Public space & beauty

Accessibility for all




Transit

Donna moved to adjourn, and Neal seconded. Approved, and adjourned at 5:45 PM.

