


Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting





Wednesday, September 2, 2015
Present: Greta Alquist, Neal Baxter, Shaina Brassard, Julie Curran, Scott Engel, Donna Hemp, Dan Herber,  Bob Loken, Tamir Ali Mohamud, Julia Tabbut; Matthew Dyrdahl, Mackenzie Turner, Sarah Stewart, Gina Mitteco, Heidi Schallberg, Joe Bernard, Mike Mechtenberg, Julie Danzl, Kelley Yemen, Ben Somogyi

Welcome and Approval of Meeting Minutes
Chairman Alquist called the meeting to order at 4:05 PM.

Dan moved to approve the minutes for the August meeting; Donna seconded. Approved.

Introductions
Greta invited everyone to introduce themselves, for the benefit of our new City Council representative, Ben Somogyi.
Announcement
Kelley Yemen: Hennepin County is preparing to repave 46th Street from Lyndale to Cedar in 2016. See www.hennepin,us/46street for more from the working group for this project.
Infrastructure & Engineering Subcommittee—Bob Loken
The Committee has 4 resolutions to submit. Without more ado, Bob read the first one.

RESOLUTION:
29th Street
Be it resolved that the Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee requests the City address pavement material and markings at the Aldrich crossing to indicate to all users that 29th is a shared street and otherwise supports the City proceeding with all other design elements as presented to the Engineering and Infrastructure Subcommittee by Rose Ryan on August 20, 2015.
Scott moved to approve; Shaina seconded. Approved.
(NB: Cars and pedestrians will share 29th from Lyndale to Bryant, and peds will have the advantage.)

NE 18th Avenue from Monroe to Johnson will be re-fashioned like W. 36th Street, with an east-bound lane made into a ped/bike lane. A power line will also be removed. Loss of parking on the south side of 18th Ave. presents issues.

RESOLUTION:
Be it resolved that the Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee requests the City pursue separation between bicycles and pedestrians on the north side of 18th Avenue between Johnson and Central through tactile differences in pavement material and otherwise supports the City proceeding with all other design elements as presented to the Engineering and Infrastructure Subcommittee by Don Pflaum on August 20, 2015. Scott moved to approve the resolution, Donna seconded. Approved.
(NB: the project will use a lane of east-bound traffic for the bike-ped shared lane.)
Shaina: Why such a short bike path, unconnected to others?

Greta: It's part of the Protected Bikeway Network that the Council just approved.

Franklin/Cedar/Minnehaha is just a repaving, but with an $500,000 for extra features. Parking along the median near the light rail is meant to encourage events, etc., on the median.

Bob: That's quirky parking, in the middle of a major street.

Kelley: And already approved, so it's off the bargaining table.

RESOLUTION:
The PAC applauds the county’s effort to pedestrianize a busy intersection of complex geometry that is challenging for pedestrians to navigate. As the county refines the design, the PAC requests that the county look more closely at the following issues:

The removal of the traffic signal at Franklin and Minnehaha will force pedestrians travelling on Minnehaha out of their way to cross Franklin Avenue. Please consider ways to make this crossing more convenient and legible.

The site plan shared with the PAC showed a wide street-like remnant of Minnehaha Ave giving access to the Taco bell site; reduce this curb cut to the minimum required to serve the existing restaurant. This will enlarge the new pedestrian plaza and improve safety for pedestrians travelling on the east side of Cedar/20th Ave.

Explore the addition of curb bulb outs on Franklin Ave on the west side of Cedar Ave to reduce the pedestrian crossing distance and to discourage motorists from using the parking lanes as travel lanes.

Consider how pedestrian movement can safely occur between the proposed new parking lanes along the center median of Franklin Avenue and the Franklin Ave LRT station entrances.
Bob moved to approve; Donna seconded. Approved.
(NB: the project will also make parking along the median in Franklin Avenue, under the LRT bridge.)
Bedford Avenue Resolution

Julia read this less as a resolution, more as a plea for action from her neighbors
To: 
Minneapolis City Council and Public Works Staff

From: 
Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee

Re: 
Request for improved pedestrian facilities at the intersection of Bedford St SE and Franklin Ave SE

Date: 
DRAFT August 22, 2015

Background: Residents in the vicinity of the intersection of Bedford Ave SE and Franklin Ave SE are concerned about crossing safety at an intersection with relatively heavy pedestrian traffic. 

This stretch of Franklin Avenue crosses both the river and I-94 and provides a direct route into Saint Paul from SE Minneapolis and neighborhoods immediately west of the Franklin Avenue bridge, such as Seward and Cedar-Riverside. At the most recent traffic count (4/25/2013), this stretch of Franklin Ave carried approximately 6,000 vehicles per day, often traveling at speeds above the posted limit.

The streets intersecting Franklin Ave SE to the north and south are primarily residential, and there are many reasons for people to cross it on foot, including Pratt Elementary School, the Westgate LRT station, a pedestrian bridge over I-94, businesses on University Avenue, and a park and bus stops at the Bedford and Franklin intersection. Significant numbers of young children and elderly people live on both sides of Franklin. 

In addition, because of street configurations in the area, there are very few direct through-ways between Franklin Avenue and University Avenue. Bedford is now one of the only. Seymour Avenue, three blocks to the west, is already signalized. Emerald Avenue, to the east, is a marked four-way stop in accordance with its previous importance, but, since the construction of the light rail, it no longer provides access to westbound University Avenue, so car and bicycle traffic is now more likely to use Bedford.

Visibility at Bedford and Franklin is poor due to a hill crest not far to the west. The crossing is completely unmarked, and the corners, curb cuts, and travel lanes for all modes are poorly aligned. It feels unsafe for all users.

Recommendation of the PAC: Franklin Ave SE is due for repaving and bike lane striping between East River Parkway and Emerald St in the 2016 construction season. In conjunction with those improvements, the Pedestrian Advisory Committee requests that the intersection of Franklin and Bedford be studied for additional safety enhancements, possibly including:

· Stop signs or signalization

· Signage to the west of the hill warning drivers of a high-volume crossing

· A realignment of curb cuts and corners

· Crosswalk markings

· Curb extensions to increase pedestrian refuge space

This stretch of road through Prospect Park is due for resurfacing in 2016. Thanks to the Green Line train, the traffic which once flowed down Emerald St. has moved to  Bedford. Thus, the crossing at Franklin for access to Pratt School and other attractions has become dangerous. 
Bob moved to approve the resolution; Donna seconded. Approved.

Mike: St. Paul has begun reconfiguring Franklin Ave., due to the boost in traffic. Plan involves adding sidewalks and narrowing the street. 

Dan: Will any work more ambitious than re-paving actually happen here in 2016? Or would we more usefully push for a re-design at a later date?

Joe: Mpls offers only the extremes of rebuilding a street and repaving it. That's a shame, as a middle way would often serve.

Shaina: A crosswalk and stop sign would greatly help here.

Programs & Policies Subcommittee—Greta Alquist
We taxed the committee with digesting August's Strategic Planning results. We'll use what they came up with, altered somewhat at a session on September 1, next.

Scott: we also discussed crosswalk markings, esp. the City's new practices (due by year's end) and the absence of funding from Hennepin County for marking County streets.

MTB: the new standards will revise current practice by preferring more durable and more visible markings; by addressing how the City will fund adding more durable markings; and also will simplify how neighborhoods apply to paint intersections.

Strategic Planning—Greta Alquist & Matthew Dyrdahl
We found that the ideas PAC generated last month quite nicely matched the PAC's mission statement & guiding principles. Today we'll generate specific programs and expenditures which will move the City toward our goal of America's most walkable city by  2040.

The new Vision Statement inspired the following points:

include public & private realms in the vision, esp. the impact of private development on the public realm.

“Public realm” is too wonky. “Pedestrian realm” is better for laymen.

Make explicit that our purview is not limited to the pavement we walk upon.

“Density” also puts people off. How can we include the concept under different language?

Try “walking's the culture” or “a culture of walking”.

Matthew: We hope to include, on PAC's website, a schedule for adopting the changes PAC should be City policy.

Now, what should the City do between now and 2020 to make Mpls more walkable, or foster a culture of walking?

The committee had the following ideas (among others): 

Eliminate minimum parking standards in the zoning code
Identify sidewalk gaps

Identify ped & ADA accessibility issues


Consistently enforce the crosswalk laws

Create metrics for success




The City shovels sidewalks

Revisit our pedestrian overlay districts


Draft & adopt regulations that require improvements of the 

Pedestrian-scale design rules




public realm in development plans

More money for Safe Routes to School 


Traffic signals prioritize pedestrians, not cars

Create disincentives for surface parking


Define criteria for established school zones

A thorough pedestrian safety study



Prioritize peds & transit users, and set auto needs last

Build more transit shelters




Review plats for pedestrian issues

Announcements

Julia: School started last week.

Sarah: next month the North Side Greenway project will install a temporary, year-long demonstration along 5 blocks of the proposed route.

Julia: my neighborhood lost bus stops w/o much fanfare. Many of us would like to stop this practice.

Bob: the 16th annual Building Exhibition is coming to IDS Crystal Court. It's a great way to see what will soon be built in Minneapolis.

Ben: Uptown Community Heating, in Bryn Mawr, will host a discussion of housing, esp. broadening the allowed sizes of houses in the city.

Neal moved to adjourn; Dan seconded. Approved, and adjourned at 6:02 PM.

