


Minneapolis Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting





Wednesday, October 7, 2015
Present: Philip Ailiff, Greta Alquist, Emily Antin, Neal Baxter, Shaina Brassard, Alex Cecchini, Julie Curran, Scott Engel, Dan Herber,  Bob Loken, Don Ostrom, Julia Tabbut; Matthew Dyrdahl, Mackenzie Turner, Sarah Stewart, Gina Mitteco, Heidi Schallberg, Joe Bernard, Mike Mechtenberg, Julie Danzl, Ben Somogyi

Welcome and Approval of Meeting Minutes
Chairman Alquist called the meeting to order at 4:05 PM. She suggested dropping the Strategic Planning item from the agenda (which change all accepted), 

Emily moved to approve the minutes for the September meeting; Shaina seconded. Approved.

Infrastructure & Engineering Subcommittee Report—Shaina Brassard, et al.
At our last meeting, we heard a fine presentation of the West Lake Multimodal Transportation Study, which has 3 tiers. Tier 1 is funded, and will be built when the Southwest LRT is built. Tier 2  is yet unfunded, and will be built soon if at all. Tier 3 has the wish list. See the study website for details. A public workshop is underway this evening from 5 to 7 PM.

46th Avenue Project—Alex Cecchini

We liked the overall direction of this project. Discussion focused on expanding the sidewalk or keeping the boulevard.

Scott moved the following resolution, which Neal seconded:
Background: 

Minneapolis Public Works is planning to either rehabilitate or fully reconstruct on block of 46th Avenue South between Godfrey Parkway and E 46th St/Ford Parkway. One-way painted bike lanes are planned on both sides of the street by removing the on-street parking on the east side of the street. A full reconstruction may allow further improvements or changes given the project’s budget.

Recommendation of the PAC:
The Pedestrian Advisory Committee is pleased to support the concept and direction of this reconstruction. Specifically, the addition of bike lanes and narrowed travel lanes will help calm traffic and make pedestrian travel along this block safer and more comfortable.

The PAC encourages staff to explore design options that incorporate the following treatments:

· A bulb-out at the southwest corner of the intersection of 46th Ave South and E 46th St to shorten the crossing distance and calm vehicle traffic

· Removing the free-right and “porkchop island” on northbound 46th Ave S to eastbound Ford Parkway; or, if turning geometries and vehicle counts dictate the right turning slip lane remain, making the pedestrian island larger with a smaller turn radius in the travel lane.

· Mid-block tree-bulb extensions of the boulevard between car parking spaces along the west side of 46th Ave S to provide additional shade.

· Re-use of the paver blocks under the current road surface in some capacity, perhaps the southern portion of the block or as a pedestrian crosswalk at Godfrey Parkway to give visual and tactile feedback to drivers of the pedestrian-oriented space. Approved.
Southwest Light Rail Van White Station

We want to ensure that bike-ped conflicts are kept to a minimum.

Mike M. pointed out that the “SW Light Rail” is now officially called Metro Green Line Extension. Neal moved the following resolution; Shaina seconded:

The Pedestrian Advisory Committee (PAC) recommends the following revisions to the Metro Green Line Extension Van White Station plan as presented before the Infrastructure & Engineering subcommittee.

Protect pedestrian spaces from bike traffic
Current schema shows a number of points of potential cyclist/pedestrian conflict. To minimize this we recommend:

---Create clear cyclist priority at bike/motorized vehicle intersections along the trail so that cyclists are not tempted to use the station path as a means of avoiding waiting at intersections.

---Clearly mark that the cycling trail continues by going straight ahead, and that the turn off is only for the light rail station.

---Change the placement of bollards at the entrance points to the station so they encourage or force cyclists to dismount as they enter the shared pedestrian/cyclist space either by creating pinch points or blocking the path.

---Increase bike parking and place it near the entrances to the LRT so that cyclists have a visual reminder and incentive to dismount immediately.

Pedestrian place-making
Current design shows very few amenities for those coming by foot. In the years preceding development and build-up around the station, we encourage plans to increase foot traffic and lingering for pedestrian safety and comfort. Therefore, we recommend:

---Provide spaces to sit for those who need respite, for those who might be waiting for others, and to encourage lingering.

---Provide vending machines.
---Provide rest rooms.
Approved.

Scott: We haven't heard lately about the Penn Avenue stop. I & E will discuss this next meeting.

Programs & Policies Subcommittee—Alex Cecchini
Three major topics came forward. The Winter Maintenance Study, which Nick Ray Olson presented. The committee talked about documenting current policies,  and esp. dealing with shared or uncertain spaces (like bus stops). Second, Sarah Stewart discussed her study of barriers that discourage seniors from walking. The response and participation of senior citizens were wonderful, and will help all entities address this issue. 

Third issue under discussion was the Crosswalk Framework Update. Mackenzie discussed how and why the City chooses markings, and what changes to expect in coming years. Among others, the City (tentatively) means to use durable markings at 95% of our intersections by 2025, and the switch to majority zebra markings  (///////) is already underway. Cost of durable markings presents a challenge which admits of a number of solutions. The City will negotiate with the County to help fund crosswalk markings on County roads, the lion's share of major thoroughfares in Minneapolis. New City funding will probably come from a capital net debt bond request. The Crosswalk Framework document will be issued soon.

Scott: Mackenzie did splendid work on this!

Winter Maintenance Study—Forest Hardy & Nick Ray Olson
The goals of this study are to document current City practice and policy, and evaluate winter walking & biking conditions. Forest and Nick are evaluating best practices, and ordinances, nationwide. Also ahead, defining conditions and levels of service. Volunteers will observe conditions and work priorities over the coming winter. With the data Forest and Nick will craft a set of recommendations for changing City practice and funding.

Today, the gentlemen want PAC's help developing the evaluation tool. The areas to critique will be limited to City property and other areas where City crews operate.

Discussion followed.

Don: instead of City-owned property, why not major transit routes? And focus on intersections where multiple concerns exist, major intersections and secondary ones.

Julie: Look at 311 calls, and who uses 311 effectively.

Other ideas: sidewalks in front of surface parking lots, and along cemeteries


      shoveling within the time required by ordinances


      areas of low car ownership


      intersections along walking routes to schools


      limited mobility boarding locations


      critique a variety of street and intersection types

  
      use Twitter's app function


      instead of volunteers, use an on-line survey

Announcements
Julie: today is International Walk to School Day. Thirty-seven Mpls public schools, and some 8000 students and staff,  took part. A new record!

Emily moved to adjourn; Neal seconded. Approved, and adjourned at 5:27 PM.

